Christian Marriage

If you are interested in a Wedding at Saint Matthew
Evangelical Lutheran Church, this booklet will help guide
your thoughts and your discussion with our Pastors. As you
consider these things it is good to remember that everything
in the Church focuses on Christ and Him crucified for the
forgiveness of our sins, for our life and for our salvation.

Because this rite like all the rites and ceremonies of the Church
are (or are part of) true worship services of the one true God,
the Father, Son and Holy Spirit, they must have the highest
respect and honor for God and for His Holy Word and will. Our
main concern is to remain faithful to God who gives us His good

gifz‘5 in Word and Sacrament.

Our practice is bound by the Word of God and by its faithful witness, the Lutheran Confessions.
We also follow the constitution and bylaws of our congregation and the handbook and Pastoral
guidelines of the Lutheran Church-Canada (LCC).

We pray this booklet will guide you and explain what we do and why we do it. Please bear in
mind, that the thoughts presented in this booklet are intended in love and are adopted and
upheld by Saint Matthew Lutheran Church through its Board of Elders. We want to make sure
that the day of your wedding is one you both will not forget, and that you will be able to
celebrate this day for your whole life. Please feel free to speak with one of our Pastors if you
have any questions.

Who May Be Married at Saint Matthew

Normally, only members in good standing of our congregation or of a congregation in
fellowship with the LCC may be married here. If a member marries a non-member, the non-
member must know the faith of the person they are marrying, therefore instruction with the
Pastor in the teachings and doctrine of the Church may be deemed necessary.

The reality of this great gift from God is that it was given to people who are not perfect, and
who make mistakes. God was the designer and creator of marriage and in Him the two of you
are joined together as one. The best chance you have to remain as one is to be grounded in the
love and mercy of Jesus Christ shown in His forgiveness of our sins. This will provide for you
an inexhaustible supply of forgiveness to lavish upon each other. Everything we do here at St.
Matthew revolves around this belief, from your pre-marriage meetings and attendance in
Worship to the music, to the message preached on your wedding day. We want to teach you
all about this and give you the practical tools you need to build the wonderful marriage that
God wants you to have.

How We Help to Prepare You for Your Wedding Service and Marriage?
A) Sunday Morning Divine Service:
Being present Sunday mornings for worship, where God’s people are gathered around
His Word and Sacrament for the forgiveness of sins, is considered ABSOLUTELY ESSENTIAL
preparation for both your wedding and subsequent marriage. Both the Wedding
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ceremony and the Christian Marriage find their full meaning within the context of the
worshipping community of faith. It is here that the forgiveness of sins which is essential
for a healthy marriage is not only taught but received.

Weddings at Saint Matthew Evangelical Lutheran Church are set with the context
of the larger ministry of Word and Sacrament. Wedding ceremonies and indeed ANY
services that the Church performs were never meant to be isolated from the regular
worship life of the congregation. This is why the Pastors may sometimes be reluctant to
officiate at marriage ceremonies when there is no intention on behalf of the couple either
to attend Divine Service on Sundays or to continue in the Word of God and the worship
life of the Church. Though the Wedding ceremony may be an important event, it is vital
that Jesus Christ and His Church remain the focus of the marriage even after the
wedding, for it is the place where God continues to strengthen, forgive and comfort
through Word and Sacrament.

B) Counseling Sessions with a Pastor: This not only puts the final details on your wedding
service itself, but also allows the Pastor and couple to discuss any issues that are relevant.
The Wedding service itself will be explained as well as any particular issues of concern
that you may wish to discuss privately with the Pastor.

What Is Marriage?

Marriage was instituted by God at Creation and affirmed by Jesus.

he replied, "that at the beginning the Creator ‘'made them male and female,” and said, 'For this reason a
man will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife, and the two will become one flesh'? So they
are no longer two, but one. Therefore what God has joined together, let man not separate.” Matthew 19

Marriage, therefore as intended by God, is the lifelong union of one man and one woman.
Those who are entering into marriage should respect it as a holy gift of God.

Those who come before the Altar of God to be married should only do so when they are
convinced that the person they intend to marry will be their mate for life and will bring into the
marriage lifelong dedication, love and commitment. Any doubts should be carefully and
thoughtfully discussed by the couple and with their parents and clergy.

The unity that God brings to a man and a woman in marriage (“the two shall become one
flesh™) is also reflected in the life of the Church. Marriage is so precious and holy to God that
He uses it as a picture of the relationship between Himself and His Bride, the Church.

Wives, submit to your husbands as to the Lord. For the husband is the head of the wife as Christ is the
head of the church, his body, of which he is the Savior. Now as the church submits to Christ, so also
wives should submit to their husbands in everything. Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ loved the
church and gave himself up for her to make her holy, cleansing her by the washing with water through
the word, and to present her to himself as a radiant church, without stain or wrinkle or any other
blemish, but holy and blameless. In this same way, husbands ought to love their wives as their own
bodies. He who loves his wife loves himself. After all, no one ever hated his own body, but he feeds and
cares for it, just as Christ does the church— for we are members of his body. "For this reason a man will
leave his father and mother and be united to his wife, and the two will become one flesh, This is a
profound mystery—but | am talking about Christ and the church. However, each one of you also must
love his wife as he loves himself, and the wife must respect her husband. Ephesians 5

Marriage is a reflection of the forgiveness, sacrifice, love & honour between Christ & the Church.
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The Christian Wedding

While many of us have ideas about wedding ceremonies gathered largely from weddings we
have attended or from what we have seen on television or movies. Many of those are
ceremonies based on a secular/worldly perspective which focus on the couple themselves and
the love they FEEL for each other at that moment. At St. Matthew, we wish to provide a
wedding ceremony and a marriage based upon something far deeper and more lasting than
that. We understand that while secular weddings often draw attention primarily to the bride
and groom and the love they feel for each other, a Christian Wedding focusses on the Love of
God who brought the two together and through His love promise to join them as one. Thus, in
a Christian Wedding the service is not a ceremony which centers upon the couple but rather on
the pure love of Jesus which joins them in marriage.

Getting married in a Christian Worship Service (which is precisely what a Wedding Ceremony is)
means promising to God, to each other, and to your family and friends that you will, with His
divine guidance and aid, and the love and support of your family and friends, live together in
love for your whole lives. This promise is not till your "love dies" or until you find someone
else, or when things become too difficult to continue. It also implies that you as a couple are
asking God not only to bless and to join you as a couple but also to continually be present in
your marriage relationship as you continue to come to Him in prayer and regular worship.

Your choice to be married in a Christian Worship Service means that you have chosen to make
Christ and not yourselves to be the centre and the source of your love for each other. This
means that your love is not based upon the mere emotions you feel for each other (emotions
which may change over time and due to circumstance) but rather upon the never failing, always
faithful love of God for the both of you. Thus all aspects of the ceremony, the music, the
readings, the vows reflect this reality and are Christian, not secular.

In choosing a Christian Wedding; it is crucial that you understand what this implies. It means
everything that occurs during the worship service be done in accordance with the Scriptures,
and that it brings glory to Christ, asking for His blessing on your life together.

What Happens Before, During & after a Wedding at Saint Matthew?

a) Before the Ceremony...

Before the wedding date is set, the couple will contact our Pastor to request a particular date
for the wedding. Normally our Pastors are already planning events a year ahead of time so it’s
important that this date be discussed far enough in advance (most times not less than six
months) in order to allow adequate time for preparation and to ensure that it may fit within
the active schedule of the congregation and the Pastor’s own schedule.

It will be assumed that the couple, as Christians, will seek the blessing of their parents. If for
some reason this cannot be done, it should be discussed with our Pastor.

Because the wedding service is a Divine Service of God officiated by our Pastor at our church,
we must demonstrate proper respect and reverence toward God. Therefore:

1. Our Pastors are responsible for the Wedding Worship service and will direct the rehearsal.



2. As members of the Lutheran Church-Canada, our congregation and Pastor may not
participate in unionistic services (when Pastors from different denominations participate in the
same service). The Handbook of the Lutheran Church-Canada states that Pastors and
congregations must renounce “unionism and syncretism of every description, such as: ...b.
Taking part in the services and sacramental rites of heterodox congregations or of congregations
of mixed confessions.”

3. All wedding music will honour God. Secular music (such as “the Wedding March™*) or other
selections is not appropriate in the church. Also, because religious music is worship to God, it
must glorify Christ and seek His blessings. Therefore, only music that is in harmony with the
doctrines of Scripture and the Lutheran Church-Canada will be used. (An extensive list of
appropriate music can be provided by our Pastor.) While we respect personal preference and
individual tastes, it is a Pastor’s duty and responsibility to judge which music is fitting for a
Christian Wedding Service.

4. The Orders of Marriage used in this church are those approved by the Lutheran Church-
Canada. The liturgies themselves may not be altered or replaced.

5. The church appointments (crosses, candles, baptismal font) are to be left in their places.
Minor adjustments for standing room may be requested of the Pastor at the rehearsal. The
colour of the paraments will be the color of the season of the Church Year, and will not be
changed for the wedding. Flowers and other decorations must not be placed in front of the
altar. Decorations which call attention to themselves are not permitted. Remember, Christ is our
focus

6. As part of the developing relationship between the couple and the Pastor, couples are asked
to join Sunday morning worship on a regular basis prior to the wedding date. This helps the
couple see the Pastor in a worship setting and allows them to get to know the people of the
parish in which they choose to be married. It also gives them opportunity to hear the Word of
God and get familiar with a Lutheran Worship service and experience what having these
activities as part of their marriage together would be like.

b) During the Ceremony...

Our Church has been consecrated to the service of God, the Father, the Son, and the Holy
Spirit. All weddings at Saint Matthew must be in harmony with this principle. Marriage
ceremonies, as with other rites of the church, should convey a spirit of reverence and joy before
the Lord and recognize the sacredness and beauty of Christian worship. The decor, music and
other aspects of your marriage ceremony are to be in keeping with the principles of Christian
worship. The Pastor will help you in these matters.

Decor

Our church building provides a beautiful setting for your wedding. It does not need any
elaborate decorations. The church operates on a liturgical calendar. Altar paraments coincide
with the church year and are not changed for a wedding but represent the colour of the
liturgical calendar and theme of the church year. You may wish to use flowers; however, this is
not necessary. In any case, it is recommended that artificial flowers not be used, since only
genuine things are in harmony with the church's worship.



The altar is a symbol of Christ's presence, the two candles on either side of the altar are known
as Eucharistic lights. They are reserved for worship services in which Holy Communion is served
(celebration of the Sacrament of Holy Communion is not advised as a part of the Wedding
Service). Light expresses that Christ is the Light of the world and tell us of the glory and joy of
our holy religion. Light also expresses glory, joy, and festivity, therefore our two candles on the
altar may be used for your wedding.

Normally the Pastors of Saint Matthew Evangelical Lutheran Church will conduct all weddings
held at this church. Any guest clergy able to participate in or perform marriages at Saint
Matthew must be clergy from either Lutheran Church-Canada or of the Lutheran Church -
Missouri Synod. They must also meet and obtain all the proper credentials from the
government of Alberta and from the “West Region” of Lutheran Church-Canada. Any request
for other clergy should be made known to the Pastors of Saint Matthew immediately and
before other clergy are contacted. The invitation is extended from the Pastor of Saint Matthew.

Music

Music in the church is meant to glorify God. The music and the texts for a marriage ceremony
(organ, piano, vocal, and/or instrumental) should be consistent with this standard. Secular music
is not in keeping with the purpose of a Christian marriage or with the principles of Christian
worship and will not be allowed. Such music is more appropriate at the reception. Our organist
will help you select music that will be meaningful to you and appropriate for a Christian
marriage ceremony. (Our church organist will play for your wedding unless you have a
relative or close friend whom you wish to have play.) If your music is to be provided by an
instrumental ensemble, or if you are having a soloist, you must make your own arrangements
and should notify the Pastor of your intent. It is your responsibility to contact the organist prior
to your wedding, as soon as possible to ensure their availability.

Musical selections are usually chosen for

1. the processional
2. the signing of the registration forms, and marriage certificate, and
3. the recessional

You may wish to consider having the congregation sing a hymn, as well. This can make the
wedding service more meaningful for everyone. It is also a mark of Christian worship.

Vocal and/or instrumental solos can also add to the beauty of a wedding ceremony. Keep in
mind, this is a Christian ceremony and all music must be true to this principle. All musical
selections must be cleared with the Pastor.

*A Note on “The Bridal Chorus” (Here Comes the Bride) and “7The Wedding March”
Thankfully, the two pieces, The Bridal Chorus (Here Comes the Bride) and The Wedding March,
are quickly fading from the scene in Christian weddings. However, there are still brides (or
brides' mothers) who insist on having these at the "long-dreamed-of" wedding. What can we tell
them to defend our rightful refusal to play them?

The first, the former processional, "Here Comes the Bride," is so stereotypically corny that it
brings a silly smirk to anyone hearing it -- If you asked the average pew-sitter, most would
probably associate it with the children's jingle, "Here comes the bride, big, fat and wide!" (This
would be another good reason not to use it!).



Aside from these socially imprinted connotations, there are other reasons this should not be
used in a religious ceremony. The music comes from Act Il of Richard Wagner's opera
Lohengrin, and by purely musical standards may be rich and profound. But the plot follows the
contorted twists and turns of almost any opera. There is magic, deceit, trickery, superstition,
love (of course), and ultimately the death of the unhappy lover. There is nothing sacred about
the plot or the music -- why it was ever used at Wedding ceremonies other than its rather
obvious name, has never adequately been answered.

The old recessional, Mendelssohn's "Wedding March" from A Midsummer Night's Dream, is
even more incongruously used in sacred ceremonies. If you're familiar with Shakespeare's
comedy, you know it's filled with fairy tale creatures and a twisted plot that makes for good
drama and humor. The music in question, The Wedding March, accompanies a farcical union in
the enchanted forest between the Fairy Queen Titania and Bottom (a man turned into a
Jackass). This alone should rule out its use in church, let alone the stereotypical absurdities of the
music's use in commercials, movies, and TV's "The Newlywed Game."

And finally, the weightiest reason not to use these selections is that there is so much better music
out there to be used at weddings than these vastly overused and stereotypical pieces. If you

want your wedding to be unique, pick something different from the standard bridal march. The
organist should have a great selection to choose from. If not, Concordia Publishing can help you

out. www.cph.org

Photographs

Wedding pictures are wonderful keepsakes. If you have a photographer at your wedding advise
him/her that he/she will only be allowed to take flash pictures during the processional, the
signing of the register and recessional but not during the service itself. It is vital that the
photographer be discrete and keep movement to a minimum as they can be a major distraction
to the Wedding ceremony. If more pictures of the service are desired, they can be reenacted
after the service.

Anyone else may take pictures during the processional and recessional. The marriage service
may also be videotaped. The taping can be done from the rear of the main aisle of the church
or at another discrete location, there is to be no one in the chancel (a/tar) area except the Pastor
and the wedding party.

Children in the Service

Children are great blessings from God, and in no way does Saint Matthew want to exclude
children from celebrations. The inclusion of very young children in Wedding Services, while
"very cute," may lead to excessive disruption and a focus away from the worship and away
from the Bride and Groom. Since the Wedding Service is a Worship of God and since the Bride
and Groom are the special guests of the day, we would not want the focus taken away from
that. We recommend that children younger than four years of age not be included in the
wedding party.

Rehearsal

Rehearsals are not absolutely necessary, though most couples wish to have one. Rehearsal time
will have to be worked out with the Pastor. All members of the wedding party, including
parents and ushers, should be present PROMPTLY at the agreed upon time. We will begin the
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rehearsal at the agreed time SHARPLY. Ushers are needed for the wedding: they will welcome
guests, properly seat them, light candles, hand out bulletins (7f used) & do other necessary tasks.

Bulletins

Wedding worship bulletins are the responsibility of the couple if they want to provide them to
their guests. However, they may wish to get a copy of the order of service from the Pastor to
include it within their bulletin.

Confetti

For obvious reasons, no confetti is to be used in and around the Church. Even when it is used
outside it is often tracked inside. Nor should food items such as rice be used to "shower”the
bridal party after the wedding ceremony. Use of these items is more appropriate at the home or
reception hall.

Financial and Other Obligations

Our church is here to serve people and there is no cost for the use of the Church however the
musicians may have a set fee, therefore the Soloist’s and the Organist’s fee should be discussed
with them. While there is much joy in participating with you in your marriage celebration, it
does mean extra time on top of our Pastor’s current work schedule. Couples may wish to give
an honorarium to the Pastor in appreciation for their time. The Pastors are sensitive to the high
cost of wedding receptions and want you to know that it is neither required nor expected that
they be invited to your reception. If an invitation is extended, the Pastors will attend as their
schedule allows.

c) After the Wedding Ceremony...

We are glad that you chose to have St. Matthew Lutheran be a part of your Wedding, but often
couples can put in more effort into the wedding that they will into their future marriage. The
ceremony lasts about 45 minutes, but Christian marriage is to last a lifetime. With that in mind
we want to offer you more than just a nice setting for your wedding we would also like to be
the place where you regularly hear and learn about the unconditional love of Jesus Christ, our
Saviour, because that will become the foundation of your marriage. We were excited to help
you in the early stages of your wedding plans and ceremony and we would like to continue to
support you AFTER your wedding in the same way, with the grace, mercy and forgiveness of
Jesus Christ offered to us through His Word and Sacrament in the Divine Service each week.

Saint Matthew is here to be, not just as a place to "hold" a wedding, but also as a place where
you can nourish and strengthen your life together. Statistics reveal that the 51% Divorce rate
currently quoted by Stats Canada drops down to 2% when both persons in the marriage
regularly attend worship together. Our intention is to help you do more than plan a
meaningful and beautiful ceremony; we want to help you plan a marriage relationship that will
last a lifetime.

If being part of a group that worships regularly is not a part of your life now, we encourage
you to consider it. In a world fraught with so many challenges and difficulties, continual
participation in the forgiveness and love of God through Jesus Christ is the best chance a
marriage has of flourishing and ultimately strengthen your relationship and bring you lasting joy
even through hardship.



If you do not have any Church membership, or if you are looking for a Church home where
you can both be involved, we invite and welcome to become members of Saint Matthew. We
will help you learn to forgive one another as God in Christ has forgiven you. This is vital to the
health of your marriage. We will also help you grow in love for God and for one another and
learn how to communicate that love.

THE WEDDING SERVICE

Processional
Presentation of the Bride (Optional)
Invocation
God’s Call to Married Couples
Readings
Sermon
Declaration of Intent
Exchange of Vows
Exchange of Rings
Blessing
Pronouncement of Marriage
Prayers
Lord’s Prayer
Blessing Benediction
Signing of the Marriage Register
Kiss the Bride (Optional)
Introduction of the Newly Married Couple
Recessional

SCRIPTURE READINGS

Old Testament Readings
Genesis 2:18-24

Then the Lord God said, "It is not good for the man to live alone. | will make a suitable companion to help him." So he
took some soil from the ground and formed all the animals and all the birds. Then he brought them to the man to see
what he would name them; and that is how they all got their names. So the man named all the birds and all the animals;
but not one of them was a suitable companion to help him.

Then the Lord God made the man fall into a deep sleep, and while he was sleeping, he took out one of the man's ribs
and closed up the flesh. He formed a woman out of the rib and brought her to him. Then the man said, "At last, here is
one of my own kind -Bone taken from my bone, and flesh from my flesh. "Woman' is her name because she was taken
out of man." That is why a man leaves his father and mother and is united with his wife, and they become one.

Joshua 24:14-15

"Now then," Joshua continued, "honour the Lord and serve him sincerely and faithfully. Get rid of the gods which your
ancestors used to worship in Mesopotamia and in Egypt, and serve only the Lord. If you are not willing to serve him,
decide today whom you will serve, the gods your ancestors worshipped in Mesopotamia or the gods of the Amorites, in
whose land you are now living. As for my family and me, we will serve the Lord."

Ruth 1:16-17

But Ruth answered, "Don't ask me to leave you! Let me go with you. Wherever you go, 1 will go; wherever you live, |
will live. Your people will be my people, and your God will be my God. Wherever you die, | will die, and that is where |
will be buried. May the Lord's worst punishment come upon me if | let anything but death separate me from you!"



Proverbs 3:5-6

Trust in the Lord with all your heart. Never rely on what you think you know. Remember the Lord in everything you do,
and he will show you the right way.

Jeremiah 32:38-39

Then they will be my people, and | will be their God. | will give them a single purpose in life: to honour me for all time,
for their own good and the good of their descendants.

Psalms

Psalms 37:3-5
Trust in the Lord and do good; live in the land and be safe. Seek your happiness in the Lord,

and he will give you your heart's desire. Give yourself to the Lord;
trust in him, and he will help you;

Psalms 103:17-18

But for those who honour the Lord, his love lasts for ever,
and his goodness endures for all generations

of those who are true to his covenant

and who faithfully obey his commands.

Psalms 127:1-2

If the Lord does not build the house,

the work of the builders is useless;

if the Lord does not protect the city,

it is useless for the sentries to stand guard.
It is useless to work so hard for a living,
getting up early and going to bed late.
For the Lord provides for those he loves,
while they are asleep.

Psalms 144:15
Happy is the nation of whom this is true; happy are the people whose God is the Lord!

Epistle Readings

Acts 16:30 - 32

Then he led them out and asked, "Sirs, what must | do to be saved?" They answered, "Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you
will be saved - you and your family." Then they preached the word of the Lord to him and to all the others in his house.
Romans 15:5-6

And may God, the source of patience and encouragement, enable you to have the same point of view among yourselves
by following the example of Christ Jesus, so that all of you together may praise with one voice the God and Father of
our Lord Jesus Christ.

1 Corinthians 7:3-5

A man should fulfill his duty as a husband, and a woman should fulfill her duty as a wife, and each should satisfy the
other's needs. A wife is not the master of her own body, but her husband is; in the same way a husband is not the master
of his own body, but his wife is. Do not deny yourselves to each other, unless you first agree to do so for a while in
order to spend your time in prayer; but then resume normal marital relations. In this way you will be kept from giving in
to Satan's temptation because of your lack of self-control.

Galatians 6:2

Help to carry one another’s burdens, and in this way you will obey the law of Christ.



Ephesians 5:21-33

Submit yourselves to one another because of your reverence for Christ.

Wives, submit to your husbands as to the Lord. For a husband has authority over his wife just as Christ has authority over
the church; and Christ is himself the Saviour of the church, his body. And so wives must submit completely to their
husbands just as the church submits itself to Christ.

Husbands, love your wives just as Christ loved the church and gave his life for it. He did this to dedicate the church to
God by his word, after making it clean by washing it in water, in order to present the church to himself in all its beauty -
pure and faultless, without spot or wrinkle or any other imperfection. Men ought to love their wives just as they love
their own bodies. A man who loves his wife loves himself. (No one ever hates his own body. Instead, he feeds it and
takes care of it, just as Christ does the church; for we are members of his body.) As the scripture says, "For this reason a
man will leave his father and mother and unite with his wife, and the two will become one." There is a deep secret truth
revealed in this scripture, which | understand as applying to Christ and the church. But it also applies to you: every
husband must love his wife as himself, and every wife must respect her husband.

Philippians 2:1-5

Your life in Christ makes you strong, and his love comforts you. You have fellowship with the Spirit, and you have
kindness and compassion for one another.! urge you, then, to make me completely happy by having the same thoughts,
sharing the same love, and being one in soul and mind. Don't do anything from selfish ambition or from a cheap desire
to boast, but be humble towards one another, always considering others better than yourselves. And look out for one
another’s interests, not just for your own. The attitude you should have is the one that Christ Jesus had.

1 Thessalonians 4:1-8

Finally, our brothers, you learnt from us how you should live in order to please God. This is, of course, how you have
been living. And now we beg and urge you in the name of the Lord Jesus to do even more. For you know the
instructions we gave you by the authority of the Lord Jesus. God wants you to be holy and completely free from sexual
immorality. Each of you men should know how to live with his wife in a holy and honorable way, not with a lustful
desire, like the heathen who do not know God. In this matter, then, no man should do wrong to his fellow-Christian or
take advantage of him. We have told you this before, and we strongly warned you that the Lord will punish those who
do that. God did not call us to live in immorality, but in holiness. So then, whoever rejects this teaching is not rejecting
man, but God, who gives you his Holy Spirit.

Titus 2:1-8

But you must teach what agrees with sound doctrine. Instruct the older men to be sober, sensible, and self-controlled; to
be sound in their faith, love, and endurance. In the same way instruct the older women to behave as women should who
live a holy life. They must not be slanderers or slaves to wine. They must teach what is good, in order to train the
younger women to love their husbands and children, to be self-controlled and pure, and to be good housewives who
submit to their husbands, so that no one will speak evil of the message that comes from God.

In the same way urge the young men to be self-controlled. In all things you yourself must be an example of good
behaviour. Be sincere and serious in your teaching. Use sound words that cannot be criticized, so that your enemies may
be put to shame by not having anything bad to say about us.

1 Peter 3:1

In the same way you wives must submit to your husbands, so that if any of them do not believe God's word, your
conduct will win them over to believe. It will not be necessary for you to say a word, because they will see how pure
and reverent your conduct is. You should not use outward aids to make yourselves beautiful, such as the way you do
your hair, or the jewelry you put on, or the dresses you wear. Instead, your beauty should consist of your true inner self,
the ageless beauty of a gentle and quiet spirit, which is of the greatest value in God's sight. For the devout women of the
past who placed their hope in God used to make themselves beautiful by submitting to their husbands. Sarah was like
that; she obeyed Abraham and called him her master. You are now her daughters if you do good and are not afraid of
anything. In the same way you husbands must live with your wives with the proper understanding that they are the
weaker sex. Treat them with respect, because they also will receive, together with you, God's gift of life. Do this so that
nothing will interfere with your prayers.

Revelation 19:6-9

Then | heard what sounded like a large crowd, like the sound of a roaring waterfall, like loud peals of thunder. | heard
them say, "Praise God! For the Lord, our Almighty God, is King! Let us rejoice and be glad; let us praise his greatness! For
the time has come for the wedding of the Lamb, and his bride has prepared herself for it. She has been given clean
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shining linen to wear." (The linen is the good deeds of God's people.)
Then the angel said to me, "Write this: Happy are those who have been invited to the wedding-feast of the Lamb." And
the angel added, "These are the true words of God."

Gospel Readings
Matthew 5:27-28, 31-32

"You have heard that it was said, 'Do not commit adultery.' But now | tell you: anyone who looks at a woman and
wants to possess her is guilty of committing adultery with her in his heart.

"It was also said, 'Anyone who divorces his wife must give her a written notice of divorce." But now I tell you: if a man
divorces his wife, for any cause other than her unfaithfulness, then he is guilty of making her commit adultery if she
marries again; and the man who marries her commits adultery also."

Matthew 7:24-27

"So then, anyone who hears these words of mine and obeys them is like a wise man who built his house on rock. The
rain poured down, the rivers overflowed, and the wind blew hard against that house. But it did not fall, because it was
built on rock."But anyone who hears these words of mine and does not obey them is like a foolish man who built his
house on sand. The rain poured down, the rivers overflowed, the wind blew hard against that house, and it fell. And
what a terrible fall that was!"

Matthew 18:19-20

"And 1 tell you more: whenever two of you on earth agree about anything you pray for, it will be done for you by my
Father in heaven. For where two or three come together in my name, | am there with them."

Matthew 19:3-9

Some Pharisees came to him and tried to trap him by asking, "Does our Law allow a man to divorce his wife for
whatever reason he wishes?" Jesus answered, "Haven't you read the scripture that says that in the beginning the Creator
made people male and female? And God said, ' For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and unite with his
wife, and the two will become one.' So they are no longer two, but one. Man must not separate, then, what God has
joined together."

The Pharisees asked him, "Why, then, did Moses give the law for a man to hand his wife a divorce notice and

send her away?"

Jesus answered, "Moses gave you permission to divorce your wives because you are so hard to teach. But it was not like
that at the time of creation. | tell you, then, that any man who divorces his wife for any cause other than her
unfaithfulness, commits adultery if he marries some other woman."

Mark 10:2-12

Some Pharisees came to him and tried to trap him. "Tell us," they asked, "does our Law allow a man to divorce his wife?"
Jesus answered with a question, "What law did Moses give you?"

Their answer was, "Moses gave permission for a man to write a divorce notice and send his wife away."

Jesus said to them, "Moses wrote this law for you because you are so hard to teach. But in the beginning, at the time of
creation, 'God made them male and female,' as the scripture says. 'And for this reason a man will leave his father and
mother and unite with his wife, and the two will become one.' So they are no longer two, but one. Man must not
separate, then, what God has joined together."

When they went back into the house, the disciples asked Jesus about this matter. He said to them, "A man who divorces
his wife and marries another woman commits adultery against his wife. In the same way, a woman who divorces her
husband and marries another man commits adultery."

Luke 19:1-10

Jesus went on into Jericho and was passing through. There was a chief tax collector there named Zacchaeus, who was
rich. He was trying to see who Jesus was, but he was a little man and could not see Jesus because of the crowd. So he ran
ahead of the crowd and climbed a sycomore tree to see Jesus, who was going to pass that way. When Jesus came to that
place, he looked up and said to Zacchaeus, "Hurry down, Zacchaeus, because | must stay in your house today."

Zacchaeus hurried down and welcomed him with great joy. All the people who saw it started grumbling, "This man has
gone as a guest to the home of a sinner!"

Zacchaeus stood up and said to the Lord, "Listen, sir! | will give half my belongings to the poor, and if | have cheated
anyone, | will pay him back four times as much."

Jesus said to him, "Salvation has come to this house today, for this man, also, is a descendant of Abraham. The Son of
Man came to seek and to save the lost."
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John 2:1-10

Two days later there was a wedding in the town of Cana in Galilee. Jesus' mother was there, and Jesus and his disciples
had also been invited to the wedding. When the wine had given out, Jesus' mother said to him, "They have no wine left."
"You must not tell me what to do," Jesus replied. "My time has not yet come.

Jesus' mother then told the servants, "Do whatever he tells you."

The Jews have rules about ritual washing, and for this purpose six stone water jars were there, each one large enough to
hold about a hundred litres. Jesus said to the servants, "Fill these jars with water." They

filled them to the brim, and then he told them, "Now draw some water out and take it to the man in charge of the
feast." They took him the water, which now had turned into wine, and he tasted it. He did not know where this wine
had come from (but, of course, the servants who had drawn out the water knew); so he called the bridegroom and said
to him, "Everyone else serves the best wine first, and after the guests have had plenty to drink, he serves the ordinary

wine. But you have kept the best wine until now!"

POSSIBLE WEDDING MUSIC SUGGESTIONS

Arioso — J.S. Bach

Trumpet Voluntary — Jeremiah Clark
Trumpet Tune — Henry Purcell

Prelude in C — J.S. Bach

Crown Him With Many Crowns — George Elvey
Jesu Joy of Man’s Desiring — J.S. Bach

Now Thank We All Our God — Karg-Elert

O God, Our Help in Ages Past — H. Fleishcer
Sheep May Safely Graze — J.S. Bach

Psalm XVIII — B. Marcello

Praise My Soul the King of Heaven

Love Divine All Love Excelling — John Zundel
Baroque Fanfare — Jean Joseph Mouret
Wedding Prayer — Fern Glasgow Dunlap
Minuet in G Major — J.S. Bach

Wedding Song (There Is Love)

To God Be The Glory

All Creatures of our God and King

Canon in D — J. Pachelbel

O Father, All Creating

Bless This House

O, Holy Spirit, Enter In

O, Perfect Love

Oh, Blest the House Whate’er Befall

12

All Glory be to God on High

All Depends on our Possessing

All People that on Earth do Dwell
Come, Follow Me, the Savior Spake
Come, Holy Ghost, God and Lord

Holy God, We Praise Thy Name

If Thou But Suffer God to Guide Thee

In Thee is Gladness

Oh That | had a Thousand Voices

Jesus, Priceless Treasure

Praise to the Lord, the Almighty

Joyful, Joyful We Adore

Thee Take Thou My Hand and Lead Me
Let us Ever Walk with Jesus

Take Thou My Hand and Lead Me

Lord Jesus Christ, Be Present Now

The Lord is My Shepherd

This Day God Gives Me (tune: Morning Has
Broken)
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BRIDEGROOM: BRIDE:
Witness (Best Man): Witness (Maid/Matron of Honour):
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Groomsmen: Bridesmaids:
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Name: Name:
Name: Name:

NUMBER IN BRIDAL PARTY:
REHEARSAL DATE:
TIME:

APPROXIMATE NUMBER OF GUESTS:
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