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Pastor Buck 

Dear Beloved, 

 

As I write this article, we are right in the thick of things, preparing for the 

Christmas services and trying our best to keep students and teachers 

calm in the midst of all of the excitement of the season. 

 

We know that the Christ was born among us, in a manger, humbling Himself in 

order to live a perfect life, but to die a sinner’s death.  Our sin and our death. 

 

We know all that.  During the Advent and  

Christmas seasons we are surrounded with this 

message, but we know that something more  

ominous, and mysterious is lurking around the  

corner.  We know something is coming that we 

simply can’t avoid: The New Year.  Now as I type 

this, I am thinking, “Didn’t I talk about this last year 

when I wrote for the newsletter?  Sure enough.  A 

year ago I talked about trepidation and cowering 

over what the new year will bring.  -Twelve months 

have passed and the same uncertainty still haunts 

us.   

 

Why is that? 

 

I’m not suggesting we have nothing to worry about.  

There are plenty of things in our lives to cause us 

concern.  In addition to all the problems we dealt 

with last year, we had a few more piled upon us: inflation, flu outbreaks, shortages in children’s medicine. 

 

There are more than enough things in this world to keep us on edge, and in this we can see parallels between 

us and the Israelites as they wandered in the wilderness.  It must have been hard coming from a place like 

Egypt where their lives were so structured.  It’s true they were slaves, and I don’t want to understate the  

hardship of that situation, but it must have been a real culture shock going from knowing exactly what you will 

do and where you will go day in and day out, to suddenly being in the wilderness where you have no clue 

where you will pitch you tent each night, and where you will find your next meal. 
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So what did they do?  They 

grumbled.  After only two 

weeks into their 40 year 

journey they start to whine 

and complain.  “And the 

whole congregation of the 

people of Israel grumbled 

against Moses and Aaron in 

the wilderness, and the  

people of Israel said to 

them, “Would that we had 

died by the hand of the 

LORD in the land of Egypt, 

when we sat by the meat 

pots and ate bread to the 

full, for you have brought us out into this wilderness to kill this whole assembly with 

hunger.” (Exodus 16:2–3) 

 

We can relate.  It’s hard when there doesn’t seem to be much hope in sight.  It’s  

difficult when you realize there are more things you don’t know about your current 

situation than there are things that you do know.  But that’s what life is like as a  

human, isn’t it?  If we knew all things then we wouldn't be mortal, we would be God. 

 

But here’s a news flash for you: You are not God. 

 

Which is ok, because you have a God who loves and cares for you in all  

circumstances.  He knew exactly where He was taking the Israelites and He knew 

when they would get there.  True, it would take 40 years to complete the journey into 

the Promised Land, but God knew the entire plan. 

 

Does the same principle hold true for you?  It does.  Through your baptism you are 

intricately connected to God.  You are 

His child and an heir to heaven.  He has  

invested His Son’s very life to ensure 

your salvation.  Think about if: if He has  

invested this much in you, is it possible 

to neglect you or forget about you?  Not 

a chance.   

 

“Behold,” says your God, “I have  

engraved you into the palms of my 

hand” says your God.  (Isaiah 49:16)  

Carved into His hands with nails.  

That’s why it impossible for Him to lose 

track of your life and your concerns.  

Furthermore, He knows what lies ahead 

of you.  Certainly, He knows what the 

next year holds, but also the next  

decade, and even the rest of your life.   … continued on page 3 
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WOMEN IN THE WORD 
Resumes January 11 

10:00 a.m. - 11:30 a.m. 
 

 

Will it be easy?  Not likely.  This is a broken, sinful world, after all.  The path ahead will have some bumps 

and some strange forks in the road.  But keep in mind that you are not alone,  Your God goes with you.  He 

watches over you.  He loves you. 

 

May you always carry that certainty and hope as you journey through this year ahead. 

 

God bless you, 

 

Pastor Dressler 

… continued from page 2 

2023 Offering Envelopes 
 

Check your church mailbox for 
your 2023 offering envelopes. 

 
Note:  your number may have changed.   

 

Please do not use prior  
year envelopes.   

If you do, please write your name on them 
so we don’t credit your offering to  

someone else. 



… continued on page 5 
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Your Past Does Not Define Your Future 

New Year’s is a celebration of the past and the future. 
We take stock of the past with thanksgiving and  
sometimes even relief (that it’s over), and we look to 
the future in hope and anticipation, and perhaps with 
some worry, for what it holds. 

The point is that New Year’s celebrations remind us of 
who we are as opposed to who we would like to be, 
what we have done in comparison to what we want to do. It reminds us of our accomplishments, but mostly 
it reminds us of our failures. What we’ve lost. Who we’ve lost. 

New Year’s is our own version of Charles Dickens’ classic, A Christmas Carol. And we all play Scrooge. 
We are visited by the ghosts of our pasts, presents and futures. 

St. Paul writes: “The point is this: whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows 
bountifully will also reap bountifully. Each one must give as he has decided in his heart, not reluctantly or 
under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. And God is able to make all grace abound to you, so that 
having all sufficiency in all things at all times, you may abound in every good work. As it is written, ‘He has 
distributed freely, he has given to the poor; his righteousness endures forever.’ He who supplies seed to the 
sower and bread for food will supply and multiply your seed for sowing and increase the harvest of your 
righteousness. You will be enriched in every way for all your generosity, which through us will produce 
thanksgiving to God” (2 Cor. 9:6–15). 

St. Paul tells us that the Lord will both supply and increase what we need to give to the church for its work 
in the world. He tells us that this work God does in us will enrich and bless us in every way, and through 
this, will produce thanksgiving to God. With this in mind, here is some practical advice to help you take 
stock of your giving in years past and change what needs to be adjusted, improved, or done away with  
altogether. 

First, attend the Divine Service to receive God’s gifts of forgiveness, 
life and salvation. If you’ve not been faithful in attending worship to 
hear the preaching of God’s Word, to receive forgiveness and feast on 
the rich food of our Lord’s body and blood for the eternal benefit of 
your body and soul, then repent and come to receive the gifts God 
freely gives. God doesn’t want your money. He wants you — all of 
you (Matt. 22:20–22). 

Second, pray for the Lord’s help. Your right as a Christian is to speak 
with your Father, the King of all creation, freely through His Son, our 
Lord, Jesus Christ. Go to the throne of grace and ask for strength and wisdom to follow His bidding  
faithfully (John 15:1–16). 

Third, consider what the church is and what the church does. The church is a place of mercy. It inhales the 
mercy of the Father by the death, resurrection and ascension of His Son through the preaching of the Gospel 
and the Sacraments. It exhales this mercy in love toward neighbors. You are a member of the church, of 
God’s family. Thus, you are not only a recipient of God’s mercy, but a bearer of that mercy for the life of 
the world. You spread that mercy through the generous giving of your income to support the work of the 
church in the world, as the Israelites did in the Old Testament (Lev. 27:1–34). 

Fourth, take stock of your current giving in light of the New Testament’s teaching on supporting the work 
of the church. Are you giving of your first fruits, taking it out of your paycheck first, or does God get what’s 
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left over? Are you giving voluntarily and cheerfully? Are you giving proportionally and generously? The 
Old Testament required a tithe, or ten percent. The New Testament gives freedom to be generous, to give 
more for the Church’s work. Are you relying on God’s promise to provide and increase what you need to 
do His work? If your answer is no to any of these, repent. If God gave you His only Son, will He not  
provide for you all things, even physical things? Trust Him, His Word, and heed it. 

So, don’t let your past define your future. Rather, commit for the year a generous proportion of your  
income, which is God’s gift to you for this body and life. 

– LCMS Stewardship Ministry: 
lcms.org/stewardship 

Volunteers required for snow shoveling. 

Please sign up at  

reception desk. 

Get the Sermons as soon as they are uploaded to 
YouTube. 

 
Go to the St. Matthew Lutheran Church 

YouTube Channel to find the latest uploads 
and/or to subscribe. 

 
Sermons are linked on our church website,  

at the beginning of each week. 
 

 

https://www.lcms.org/how-we-serve/national/stewardship-ministry
http://www.st-matthew.com
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCuizsjIs0wQXg8c_p7rF_cQ
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 A listing of Canadian stations and broadcast times is  
available at www.lutheranhour.ca   
 or from the Lutheran Laymen’s League of Canada   
1-800-555-6236 - helpful@lll.ca 
 

January 1 
"Out of Egypt" 
Guest Speaker: Rev. Dr. Anthony (Tony) Cook 
"Out of Egypt I called my son." With these words the Gospel of Matthew reveals the rich 
and interconnected history of the young nation, Israel, and the young Savior, Jesus.  
Follow them on their journeys to discover the true Israel and what He means to your life 
today. 
(Matthew 2:13-23) 

January 8 
"Gifted" 
Lutheran Hour Speaker: Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler 
The Gospel gives us a new way of seeing the world and our place in it: created and  
redeemed to be a gift. 
(Colossians 1:16) 

January 15 
"Gifts to Share" 
Lutheran Hour Speaker: Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler 
God pours His life into us so that His blessings can flow out to others. 
(Colossians 1:29) 

January 22 
"Whatever You Do" 
Guest Speaker: Rev. Dr. Jason Broge 
(Colossians 3:17-21) 

January 29 
"Hopelessly Hopeful" 
Lutheran Hour Speaker: Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler 
(Colossians 1:27) 

The Lutheran Hour   

Program Summaries for January 2023 
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Hear these inspirational  

messages on AM 1260 CFRN 

radio at 7:30 a.m. or FM 98.5 

CFWE radio at 8:30 a.m.    

Streaming audio and  

pod-casts at 

www.lutheranhour.ca    

http://www.lutheranhour.ca
mailto:helpfu@lll.ca
https://www.lhm.org/about/zeigler-bio.asp
https://www.lhm.org/about/zeigler-bio.asp
https://www.lhm.org/about/zeigler-bio.asp
http://www.lutheranhour.ca
https://www.lutheranhour.org/


St. Matthew Facebook Page  
 

If you are a member of the Church, find our Facebook 

Group!   

 

Go to www.facebook.com,  

in the search bar at the top left of the page type in  
St. Matthew Lutheran Church – Stony Plain  

If you have a prayer request, our prayer chain is there to 

pray for you or your loved one.   

 

Call Judy Kulak to get that name into the prayer chain or 

if you wish to join the prayer chain group. 
 

“Then you will call on me and come and pray to me,  
and I will  listen to you.”  Jeremiah 29:12 
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An E-transfer offering can now be made by using the  
following email address: 

 
donation@st-matthew.com 

Support CLWR Direct support to SELCU 

While general relief aid may be made through Canadian Lutheran World Relief (CLWR) and 
other such agencies, specific support for the pastors and  

people of the congregations of the Synod of Evangelical Lutheran Churches in Ukraine 
(SELCU) may be made to the Ukraine Aid Fund established by Lutheran Church–Canada 

and which can be accessed through our website. 

http://www.facebook.com
mailto:donation@st-matthew.com
https://lutheranchurch.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=00e1b13783dbcc59e44a6a906&id=39f41bfb7d&e=6557aea840
https://www.clwr.org/product/E-104/ukraine-crisis
https://lutheranchurch-canada.tng-secure.com/?pageId=donation-edit&categoryId=10976
https://www.clwr.org/product/E-104/ukraine-crisis
https://lutheranchurch-canada.tng-secure.com/?pageId=donation-edit&categoryId=10976
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Young Adults!   
Join us… 
For Pizza Night and Bible Study. 
 
Stay tuned for upcoming dates! 
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Free resource  
www.lcms.org/worship/youth-in-worship 

~ Provided by Parish Education ~ 

http://www.lcms.org/worship/youth-in-worship


Thursday Night Basketball  
@ SMLCA 

Resumes January 12, 2023 
 
Come play basketball Thursdays nights from 7:00 - 8:30 pm.   
 
Open to all members 18+ years of all skill levels.  
 
Contact Luke Adam or Geof Schutz  or Matt Hamilton, if you 
have questions. 
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January  9th—School Resumes 
January 30th—NO SCHOOL—PD Day 

December 22, 2022—January 6, 2023 

http://smlacademy.ca/
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Kid’s Bible Study 
 

Meets downstairs in the Sunday school rooms between services. 
  

Please join us as we connect our activities to the Bible  
readings for each Sunday. 

Please contact Nicole or Kayla for more  
information. 

Join them beginning January 8th at 8:30 am 
Resumes to 9:15 am January 15th. 

 

 

 2022 ANNUAL REPORTS ARE NOW DUE! 

 

We ask the 2022 Board Chairs  

to submit their 2022 Annual Board reports to 

church@st-matthew.com  

or  

drop them off at the church office 

no later than 

January 15 
 

If you are an outgoing Board member who has 
keys to the church, please return them to the church office. 
 
Please do not pass on to someone else, as codes need to 
be setup for the security system.  
 

 

Please join us for worship 
at 9:30 am on  

January 8  
for the installation of our 
Church Board Members 

followed  by our  
Epiphany Potluck. 

Bring a favourite dish to 
share. 

mailto:church@st-matthew.com?subject=2018%20Annual%20Reort


ELDERS: 
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USHERS: 

SERVING IN THE LORD’S HOUSE:  JANUARY 2023 

Date 8:00 am/10:30 am 

January 1 9:30 am only Gwen Gabel 

January 8 9:30 am only Rhonda Buck 

January 15 Danielle Glubish/Mackenzie Hennig 

January 22 Noah Keith/Logan Hamilton 

January 29 Annette Visser/Shelley Kulak 

January Aimee Williams 

February Ginny Nernberg 

ALTAR GUILD: 

IF YOU ARE UNABLE TO 

SERVE ON THE DATE 

LISTED, PLEASE CONTACT 

ANOTHER MEMBER OF 

YOUR GROUP, SWITCH WITH 

THEM,  AND LET THE 

CHURCH OFFICE KNOW OF 

THE CHANGE NO LATER 

THAN WEDNESDAY OF THAT 

WEEK.  THANK YOU! 

ARTICLE DEADLINE FOR  
THE FEBRUARY 
MESSENGER IS  

JANUARY 18, 2023 

CHURCH 
OFFICE HOURS 

 

MONDAY - THURSDAY   
9:00 AM - NOON 

12:30 PM - 3:00 PM 

COMPUTER: 

All are invited and  
encouraged to join us for 

Sunday morning Bible Study  
at 9:15 am 

 
Kids’ Bible Study, Adult Bible 

Study, and Confirmation 
are  

located in the church  
basement each  

Sunday morning at 9:15 am. 

Date 8:00 am/10:30 am 

January 1 
9:30 am only  

Cole Kleijnen & Carter Kleijnen 

January 8 
9:30 am only  

Norman Baron, Greg Lutz, & Eric Steuber 

January 15 
Coralee & Darrel Hennig/ 

Gordon Schoepp 

January 22 
Hunter Visser & Tanner Visser/ 

Cameron Pedersen & Peter Petersen 

January 29 
Don Georz & Connor White/ 

Scott Williams & Lane Williams 

Date 8:00 am/10:30 am 

January 1 9:30 am only  

January 8 9:30 am only  

January 15  

January 22  

January 29  


