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St. Matthew Messenger

Dear beloved in Christ,
For the past five years, we have chosen a theme at the school to help us
focus on big-picture thoughts during the school year. Here is a sample of
the themes from the last four years:

You will see these graphics around the school, and they are worn on staff t-shirts. It is a way of
connecting what is going on in the world and in our lives with what the Bible tells us about our God
and our incredible relationship with Him.

This year our theme is “Identify.” In our world today it is very common for people (especially young
people) to say things like “I identify as ______.” Of course, there are a myriad of nouns that can be
inserted into that blank. Some of them may seem odd or even shocking to our ears. In many ways,
the world has become a very different place than it was even 10 years ago. A few years ago,
Facebook made the news when it announced that people have more than 50 different options for how
they identify when signing up for a new account.
While the idea of being able to choose an identity for oneself is kind of new, for years people have
been placing labels (identities) on others. It's not unusual to hear someone talk about another person
and say things like, “He’s stupid,” or “She’s a bag,” or “What a loser.” Sadly, we are more likely to
attach negative identities to others than we do positive ones.
… continued on page 2
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… continued from page 1
The same is true about ourselves. In my former parish, I would often meet
with couples that wanted to get married. I would split the couple up as I had
one of them fill out a form, I would ask the other one a few questions. The
first question was, “Tell me three things you appreciate about your fiancé.”
They easily answered that question.
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Then I would ask, “Now tell me three things you appreciate about yourself.”
More often than not, people had trouble coming up with three positive things
about themselves. This was a real eye-opener for me. I would look at this
young, vibrant, talented person in front of me and they would be struggling to
find anything in themself that was worthy of praise.
We are so quick to look at our shortcomings, that
we don’t often consider the wonderful gifts that
God has given us. This is why we have the theme
“Identify” this year. In the graphic, you will notice a
fingerprint that dominates the image. We all know
that fingerprints are unique. There may be
billions of people in this world, but no one, not a
single person has the same thumbprint as you do.
The fingerprint in the graphic identifies you as a
unique person.
Superimposed over the finger is a cross. Notice
that the cross becomes part of the fingerprint. It is
not simply stuck on top of the print. Instead, the two of them are intimately
connected.
That is to remind you that you and Christ are connected so closely to each
other that even pastors have a hard time explaining it. For most of us that
happened at our baptism. That is where your name and God’s name were
spoken as water was applied to your head. God made a promise in that
sacrament. A promise that you became His. You became part of His family
and an heir to heaven.
In short, your identity is in Him.

Contact Rev. Buck
at
buck@st-matthew.com
Contact Rev. Keith
at
keith@st-matthew.com
Contact Rev. Dressler
at
dressler@smlacademy.ca
Contact Ian Lande
at
ian@st-matthew.com

So when you look at yourself in the mirror every morning you don’t just see
you, you see a child of God. You see someone who has been redeemed by
Jesus and is now worthy of eternal life in heaven.
You may have many ways in which you identify in this world. There are
probably many labels you wear or that are given to you, but your PRIMARY
identity is in Christ. You are a child of God. No one can take that away from
you.
God bless you,
Pastor Dressler
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The Operation Christmas Child shoeboxes will be
out by October 2. Please take one or more and
fill with items from the list.
Take a pamphlet as well for donation
instructions and to label the box.
A normal shoe box or similar size container
will also work.

Shoeboxes will be due back
November 13.

Volunteers required for snow shoveling.
Please sign up at
reception desk.

Get the Sermons as soon as they are uploaded to
YouTube.
Go to the St. Matthew Lutheran Church
YouTube Channel to find the latest uploads
and/or to subscribe.
Sermons are linked on our church website,
at the beginning of each week.
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“We Are All Beggars”
In the early morning hours of Feb. 18, 1546, Martin
Luther closed his eyes forever. Before that happened,
the hand that hammered the 95 Theses into the door
of the Castle Church in Wittenberg on Oct. 31, 1517,
penned its final words: “We are all beggars. This is
true.” And this is the truth that our Lord says makes
you free.
Ironic, isn’t it? In order to be free, you must be a beggar. You must be utterly dependent and reliant upon
God. This makes us uncomfortable – the way we’re uncomfortable when someone gets us a Christmas
present when we haven’t gotten them one. We feel we owe them. And we don’t like being in someone’s
debt like that.
But what Luther would remind us is that we are all indeed beggars. And we’re not just anyone’s beggars.
We’re God’s beggars. Christ came for sinners. He came to seek and save the lost. He came to heal the sick
and raise the dead. He came for sinners, and He dwells only with sinners.
If we are to be where He is, we must be willing to be counted among the lost, the sick, and the dead. We
must be willing to be beggars. We must cry out for mercy, for grace, and for his undeserved love and
kindness. We must be dependent solely on Him and what He gives.
And here’s the beauty: He gives us everything. Everything. Forgiveness of sins, salvation from death and
the devil, and eternal life. This isn’t because of any worthiness or merit in us. It is because of His divine
goodness, mercy, and grace. On account of Christ’s death and resurrection, the Father forgives you, saves
you, and is pleased with you. You receive His love, His righteousness, His holiness, His acceptance, and
His inheritance. We are all beggars. This is true.
This is the heart and soul of Christianity and the lifeblood of the Christian Church. God justifies us and
declares us innocent and righteous by His grace received through faith for the sake of Christ. This isn’t
because of our works but because of His work on the cross. We, who once were enemies of God, are
reconciled to Him and made to be His children.
This is what Luther pointed us to when He took up his pen for the last time and scribbled “We are all
beggars. This is true.” We are beggars, but we are beggars of the God who does not ignore us and who
doesn’t pass by us on the other side. We are beggars of the One who descended from heaven to make His
dwelling with sinners.
We are beggars of Him who deigns to dwell with
us, among us, and – yes – still in us by grace for
Christ’s sake. For in the bread and cup that we bless
we share together with Christ and each other the
riches of God’s grace. The riches of this grace – the
Gospel in sermon and absolution, in Baptism, and in
Holy Communion – are so inexhaustible that our
cups overflow. We, who are God’s beggars, are
inexhaustibly satisfied, and we have something to
give back in thanksgiving and praise.
– LCMS Stewardship Ministry: lcms.org/stewardship

St. Matthew Messenger

Page 5

An E-transfer offering can now be made by using the
following email address:
donation@st-matthew.com

If you have a prayer request, our prayer chain is there to
pray for you or your loved one.
Call Judy Kulak to get that name into the prayer chain or
if you wish to join the prayer chain group.
“Then you will call on me and come and pray to me,
and I will listen to you.” Jeremiah 29:12

St. Matthew Facebook Page
If you are a member of the Church, find our Facebook Group!
Go to www.facebook.com,
in the search bar at the top left of the page type in
St. Matthew Lutheran Church – Stony Plain
and ask to join our page.

Support CLWR

Direct support to SELCU

While general relief aid may be made through Canadian Lutheran World Relief (CLWR) and
other such agencies, specific support for the pastors and
people of the congregations of the Synod of Evangelical Lutheran Churches in Ukraine
(SELCU) may be made to the Ukraine Aid Fund established by Lutheran Church–Canada
and which can be accessed through our website.
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www.lutheranhour.ca

The Lutheran Hour

Program Summaries for October 2022
A listing of Canadian stations and broadcast times is
available at www.lutheranhour.ca
or from the Lutheran Laymen’s League of Canada
1-800-555-6236 - helpful@lll.ca

Hear these inspirational
messages on AM 1260 CFRN
radio at 7:30 a.m. or FM 98.5
CFWE radio at 8:30 a.m.
Streaming audio and
pod-casts at
www.lutheranhour.ca

October 2
"You've Got It in You"
Guest Speaker: Rev. Dr. John Nunes
Faith in Christ is something that's in you, but you didn't put it there.
(2 Timothy 1:13-14)
October 9
"Thankfulness, Eh?"
Guest Speaker: Rev. Cody Cooper
It's only right to be thankful for what we have and what we are. The question is, to
whom are we thankful?
(Luke 17:11-19)
October 16
"Look at Me"
Speaker: Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler
God hears our cry for justice, not as an
indifferent judge, but as our merciful heavenly
Father.
(Luke 18:1-8)
October 23
"He Gets Me"
Speaker: Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler
It might sound strange to regard God as a friend, and the more fear, awe, and respect
you have for God, the stranger it gets.
(Luke 18:9-14)
October 30
"Give Your Brother a Call"
Speaker: Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler
God cares that we relate to Him with childlike faith and relate to others with Christlike
love.
(Luke 19:1-10)

St. Matthew Messenger

Page 7

Page 8

St. Matthew Messenger

October 6th
October 10 - No School
October 20 & 21

OCTOBER EVENTS
October 6 - T-shirt Day
Turkey Trot
October 7 - NO SCHOOL - PD Day
October 10 - NO SCHOOL Thanksgiving
October 12 - Jersey Day
October 20 - Parent Teacher Conference - 5-9 pm
October 21- NO SCHOOL - Parent Teacher
Conferences 9 am—noon (online)
October 24 - Picture Retake Day
October 31 - Costume Day

October 24

October 31
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Kid’s Bible Study
Kids’ Bible Study is BACK on September 18th 9:30 am. We plan to spend
most of our time OUTSIDE for September and October. Please remember
to dress for the weather. If necessary, we will move inside.
Meet downstairs in the Sunday school rooms to start.
Please join us as we connect our outdoor activities to the Bible
readings for each Sunday.
Please contact Nicole or Kayla for more
information.
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Anyone wishing to nominate a member of the congregation for a position please contact Ian
at the Church office. See the bulletin board behind Reception for those who have accepted
nominations.
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SERVING

IN THE

LORD’S HOUSE: OCTOBER 2022
ELDERS:

COMPUTER:
Date

8:00 am/10:30 am

Date

October 2

Rhonda Buck/Gwen Gabel

October 9

Danielle Glubish/Logan Hamilton

October 16

Noah Keith/Mackenzie Hennig

October 23

Annette Visser/Shelley Kulak

October 16

October 30

Logan Hamilton/Mackenzie Hennig

October 23

October 2
October 9
October 16
October 23
October 30

October 2
October 9

October 30

USHERS:
Date

8:00 am/10:30 am
Glen Schmitke & Clay Hennig/
Trevor Kleijnen & Randy Hennig
Brent Hennig & Kevin Burger/
Matt Hamilton & Pat Hall
Clay Hennig & Randy Hennig/
Brent Hennig & Trevor Kleijnen
Glen Schmitke & Jordan Prefontaine/
Colin Schutz & Darrel Hennig
Kevin Burger & Matt Hamilton/
Pat Hall & Clay Hennig

8:00 am/10:30 am
Don Goerz & Connor White/
Scott Willams & Lane Willams
Gerald Glubish & Michael Glubish/
Rod & Sandie Schutz
Ron Shepherd & Ivan Boles/
Bruce Fielhaber & Dirk Rothfos
John & Bev Raffa/
Cole Kleijnen & Carter Kleijnen
Norman Baron & Greg Lutz/
Eric Steuber

ALTAR GUILD:
October

Deb Hall

November

Dani Adam

CHURCH
OFFICE HOURS
MONDAY - THURSDAY
9:00 AM - NOON
12:30 PM - 3:00 PM

October 10

ARTICLE DEADLINE FOR
THE NOVEMBER
MESSENGER IS
OCTOBER 19, 2022

IF YOU ARE UNABLE TO
SERVE ON THE DATE
LISTED, PLEASE CONTACT
ANOTHER MEMBER OF
YOUR GROUP, SWITCH WITH
THEM, AND LET THE
CHURCH OFFICE KNOW OF
THE CHANGE NO LATER
THAN WEDNESDAY OF THAT
WEEK. THANK YOU!

All are invited and
encouraged to join us for
Sunday morning Bible Study
at 9:15 am
Kids’ Bible Study, Adult Bible
Study, and Confirmation
are
located in the church
basement each
Sunday morning.

