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Pastor’s Ponderings
She wasn’t happy – her voice was filled with emotion and what had
begun as a discussion now seemed to switch to a very emotional
exchange “So, you’re saying that there are terrible criminals that will
get to go to heaven?” There was something more here than at the
surface. Something that made this more than an objective
discussion. I responded gently (knowing that I was in sensitive, even
dangerous territory now) “Yes, even the worst criminals can go to
heaven.” She retorted immediately in a harsh tone, her face twisting
in a display of disgust, “THAT’S NOT FAIR!” Hoping that this might
be a moment for a breakthrough I responded: “That’s exactly
right… it’s not.”
She has a point, though. The Grace we preach here every week can be a difficult pill to swallow. The
fact that God will forgive and wipe away the sins and transgressions of thieves, murderers, sex workers,
abusers, pornographers – any and all who have no right to claim ANYTHING from God. How can He
do that – I mean it’s one thing to forgive the minor things a normal person does each day – BUT
THEM?
Crucifixion wasn’t meant for the average criminal, but the worst of them, the true scum of the earth. So
horrible was this form of execution, that normal
Roman citizens could not be crucified. It was a
grotesque, agonizing, and humiliating death meant for
the worst of the worst. So, who does he think he is?
This thief who in his last moments on the cross finds
himself pleading, crying, begging, as his gaze is drawn
to some man he doesn’t know. A man who shares his
fate. A man who seems to have done something far
worse than he, at least based on the looks of him. He
has drawn quite the crowd, a crowd that doesn’t just
dislike him - but hates him. His body is flayed, ripped,
… continued on page 2
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… continued from page 1
and torn and to add insult to injury, he has a crown of thorns pressed into his
brow. It’s not fair. Those are the words that initially come to mind when the
thief on the cross is mentioned.
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It’s not fair. This guy lived his life making victims of others. He broke the law,
but not only the Roman law, God’s law. He stole. Took things that didn’t
belong to him and that’s all we know, imagine the things he did that we don’t.
Either way, he is guilty, and he is receiving justice. What he is getting is fair.
Yet, it’s strange. This man with the crown of thorns seems to have caught this
thief’s attention. He promised him something. “Paradise,” is what the
Nazarene said. How could this be? How could this thief be worthy of
paradise? It’s not fair. This man deserves death and hell, not paradise. This
man deserves to be punished, to suffer. Not spend the rest of his days in
comfort. He deserves to burn in hell with the rest of the wicked, not spend his
days in the courts of God. It’s not fair.
It’s an amazing realization when we come to realize that life isn’t fair. Nothing
about it. The longer life is lived, the more apparent it becomes that life isn’t
fair. Not only is life not fair because bad things happen to good people and
good things happen to bad people, but life isn’t fair because the only thing
that is fair in life is death. Life isn’t fair because we don’t deserve it. We are all
criminals in the eyes of God. We are all thieves, sex workers, abusers, drug
dealers. We all deserve our cross. We all deserve what we have coming to us.
We all deserve death and hell. DEATH IS FAIR, LIFE ISN’T.
But this is the
wonderful truth –
although it may be
hard for us to grasp at
times - GOD’S NOT
FAIR. He’s just, but
He isn’t fair. If He
was fair He would
never have let His
Son take the fall for our sin so that justice could be fulfilled. If He was fair, He
never would have allowed sinful people to enter into His righteous kingdom.
If God was fair He would have sent the flood without an ark for Noah and his
family. If God was fair, He wouldn’t have promised a Messiah, He wouldn’t
have made a great nation out of Abraham, and Christ would have never come
into the flesh. But God isn’t fair and thank goodness He isn’t. Instead, He
pours His wrath out on the one person who doesn’t deserve it, Jesus. That’s
not fair.
And the love and honour that Jesus alone was worthy to receive – He bestows
upon you – there’s nothing fair about that. It is a wonderful and miraculous
thing that God is not fair – that instead He reveals Himself as filled with mercy
… continued on page 3
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and Grace.
Beginning in March we start a forty-day Lenten journey to the cross. It
is a journey that needs to be filled with self examination – reflection on
who and what we are according to the Law. We are the worst of the
worst – sinful in thought word and deed, sinful by what we have done
and by what we have left undone. The horrific minutiae of the
crucifixion were meant for us – it was our cross, we deserved it – THAT
WAS FAIR. But God in His great mercy made “Him who had no sin” –
Him who never should have been condemned – Him who never should
have suffered – to literally BECOME OUR SIN! There is NOTHING FAIR about this at all – and yet
this is what Grace is all about. This is what Jesus is all about – this is what Lent is all about as we
begin a forty-day journey toward Easter and the celebration of new life that awaits us there.
Thanks be to our UNFAIR but Gracious God.

St. Matthew Facebook Page
If you are a member of the Church, find our Facebook Group!
Go to www.facebook.com,
in the search bar at the top left of the page type in
St. Matthew Lutheran Church – Stony Plain and ask to join our

If you have a prayer request, our prayer chain is there to
pray for you or your loved one. Call Judy Kulak to get
that name into the prayer chain or if you wish to join the
prayer chain group.
“Then you will call on me and come and pray to me,
and I will listen to you.” Jeremiah 29:12

Confirmation Sunday
March 13, 2022 at 10:30 am
Aiden Andrushchyshyn Tristen Grundy
Alyssa Andrushchyshyn Makinley Kulak
Mason Colney
James Loughlin
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M i d w e e k L e n t e n Ve s p e r s S e r v i c e s
Lent is a season when we take a look at our lives in view
o f Go d ’ s mercy to wa rd u s in th e sa crifice o f h is S o n fo r u s
o n t h e c r o s s . We , i n t u r n , a r e c a l l e d b y G o d , e s p e c i a l l y
d u rin g th is time o f rep en ta n ce a n d reflectio n , to b e livin g
sa crifices fo r h im, d isp la yin g o u r d evo tion to h im in wo rd
and deed. Jesus helps us to see the richness of God ’s
me rc y in h is life , d e a th a nd re su rre c tio n . Th e se rv ic e s in
this worship series for Lent focus our eyes of faith on the
mea n in g b eh in d Go d ’s mercy ma d e ma n ifest in Ch ris t.

M a r c h 2 , A s h We d n e s d a y : M e r c y i n A s h e s
We look at our lives through the lens of God’s love toward us in the sacrifice of his Son, Jesus. In this
service, we consider the ashes placed on our foreheads as a sign of our sins and remember that God lifts us
from our ashes to new life in Christ.

M a r c h 9 , We e k 1 : M e r c y i n Te m p t a t i o n
We look at our lives through the lens of God’s love toward us in the sacrifice of his Son, Jesus. In this
service, we recall that in the midst of temptation, our merciful God provides us with a way out through
Christ, who was tempted just as we are, yet without sin.

M a r c h 1 6 , We e k 2 : M e r c y i n S u f f e r i n g
We look at our lives through the lens of God’s love toward us in the sacrifice of his Son, Jesus. In this
service, we recall that no life is without suffering, but our sufferings are not worth comparing to the glory to
be revealed to us in Jesus by God’s great mercy.

M a r c h 2 3 , We e k 3 : M e r c y i n B e t r a y a l
We look at our lives through the lens of God’s love toward us in the sacrifice of his Son, Jesus. In this
service, we ponder the truth that though we may turn away from our God again and again, our Lord
continues to call us back into his merciful arms for Jesus’ sake.

M a r c h 3 0 , We e k 4 : M e r c y i n R e l a t i o n s h i p s
We look at our lives through the lens of God’s love toward us in the sacrifice of his Son, Jesus. In this
service, we come to understand that within the communities God has placed us, we are given the grace to
treat one another as Christ has cared for us in his love and mercy.

A p r i l 6 , We e k 5 : M e r c y i n S e r v i c e
We look at our lives through the lens of God’s love toward us in
the sacrifice of his Son, Jesus. In this service, we recognize that
we are called to serve in mercy the needs of those around us by
Christ’s example.
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Red Cross First Aid Courses
A licensed Red Cross First Aid Trainer has
offered to run first aid courses for any who
would be interested here at St. Matthew
Lutheran Church.

If sufficient interest is received, a date
would be set. The plan is to offer courses that would coincide with PD days at the
school allowing for any students interested in taking first aid courses.
First Aid courses are 2 full days with a cost of $130/person.
Babysitting First Aid courses are one full day with a cost of $70/person.
Minimum age is 11 years old.

Please contact the church office if you would be interested in taking either of these
courses.

YOUTH—Grades 7—12 welcome!
7pm—9 pm at St. Matthew Lutheran Church every second Friday.

March 11—Youth Room
March 25—Minute to Win It!
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God’s Providential Care
Everything we have and everything we are is a gift
of God’s providential care. We understand that we’re
not islands unto ourselves, that we could not exist
without those who have gone before us and are
alongside us. God has given us forefathers in family,
country, and faith. We are recipients of what God
worked through them. We know that God provides
for our well-being through these means.
He gives us farmers and ranchers of all sorts so that we can eat. But more than that, God created and gave us
all the things that those farmers and ranchers cultivate. He gave us the corn, the beans, the wheat, the cows
for milking, the steers for grilling. He gave each of those things, properties for our nourishment and
sustenance. Without God creating and instilling in those things their taste and their nutritional value, we
would not exist.
He gives us doctors, surgeons, nurses, and hospitals. He gives us medicine and
medical instruments. Again, he gave us all things that go into making those
medicines and medical instruments. He instilled in those things the properties that
can be utilized for that purpose. Without God creating and instilling those healing
properties into those things, and without God creating the ability within man to
find this out and press it into service of our medical needs, we would not enjoy the
kind of health we do now.
But there’s more. He gives us gainful employment through our employers and
provides for the necessities of life through the labour of our hands: “Then Moses
said to the people of Israel, ‘See, the Lord has called by name Bezalel the son of
Uri, son of Hur, of the tribe of Judah; and he has filled him with the Spirit of God,
with skill, with intelligence, with knowledge, and with all craftsmanship, to devise
artistic designs, to work in gold and silver and bronze, in cutting stones for setting,
and in carving wood, for work in every skilled craft. And he has inspired him to
teach, both him and Oholiab the son of Ahisamach of the tribe of Dan.’ ”
(Exodus 35:30–34)
And one step back from that, He has created and given us hands. And attached to those hands are arms with
strength. He created us with minds in order to make those arms and hands move to accomplish the work set
before us. And He has given us reason and senses. That mind, because of the reason God has instilled in it,
is able to work through difficult problems before we press those arms and hands into labor. It allows us to
grapple with concepts and run through scenarios instead of having to experience every situation personally.
It allows us to learn from the mistakes as well as the accomplishments of others. This can be done for our
entire body, all our skills and talents, everything that makes us … us. So that everything we have AND
everything we are is a gift from Him. This is what we confess in the First Article of the Creed when we say
that we believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.
But that is just the First Article of the Creed. We confess two more
articles that deal with God’s provision for our spiritual well-being.
That He sent His son to die and be raised on the third day for our
justification. That He delivers that justification through the Means of
Grace (Baptism, preaching, the Word of God, and the Lord’s Supper).
And to give you those Means of Grace, He gives pastors and teachers,
etc. Again, this could be expanded and expounded upon. So that

… continued on page 7

Page 7

St. Matthew Messenger

… continued from page 6

literally everything that we have and everything that we are – in this life and the next – is an inexpressible
gift from God.
And it is for this, all of this, that we give thanks. And that is what stewardship is all about – giving thanks
for God’s provision for us. To give thanks is more than having an attitude of gratitude, more than just a
feeling in our hearts. It is an action. It begins in the heart, but it doesn’t stay there. It works its way out
through the mouth in praise for God’s gifts and in love and charity through the hands to our neighbours in
family, country, and church. “For all this is my duty to thank and praise, serve and obey him”
(Luther’s Small Catechism, 16).
So give thanks to God for His inexpressible gift – for everything we have and everything we are. Do this not
in word only but also in deed.
LCMS Stewardship Ministry

An E-transfer offering can now be made by using the
following email address:
donation@st-matthew.com

If you are a shut-in and cannot make it to regular Sunday worship and
would like to receive pastoral care, please contact the church office.

Kid’s Bible Study
Meets Downstairs
Sundays
9:15 - 10:15 a.m.
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www.lutheranhour.ca

The Lutheran Hour Program Summaries
for March 2022

A listing of Canadian stations and broadcast times is
available at www.lutheranhour.ca
or from the Lutheran Laymen’s League of Canada –
1-800-555-6236 - helpful@lll.ca

Hear these inspirational
messages on AM 1260 CFRN
radio at 7:30 a.m. or FM 98.5
CFWE radio at 8:30 a.m.
Streaming audio and
pod-casts at
www.lutheranhour.ca

March 6
"One Thing Needful"
Speaker: Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler
The Bible is not a Magic 8-ball; it's a portal into a new world.
(Luke 10: 38-42)

March 13
"No Room for Demons"
Speaker: Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler
Why did God allow evil? The Bible doesn't answer that question. The question it does
answer is, "In spite of evil, what will God do?"
(Luke 11:14-28)
March 20
"Everything I Have Is Yours"
Speaker: Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler
Being very bad can get one lost, but so can
being very good.
(Luke 15:1-32)
March 27
"TBD"
Guest Speaker: Rev. Dr. Jason Broge

Get the Sermons as soon as they are uploaded to
YouTube.
Go to the St. Matthew Lutheran Church
YouTube Channel to find the latest uploads
and/or to subscribe.
https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UCuizsjIs0wQXg8c_p7rF_cQ
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March 11
Jr. High Ski Trip March 15—17

March 11
March 4—T-Shirt Day
March 11—Crazy Hair Day
March 15—17 —Jr High Ski Trip
March 18—NO SCHOOL—Spring Break Begins
March 21—25—SPRING BREAK
March 28—School Day—No Busses

All are invited to
Tuesday morning Bible Study at 10:30 a.m.
and
Sunday morning Bible Study at 9:15 a.m.
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March 6, 2022 - CAMBODIA
Rev. Heng Kim Hai is pastor of Hope Lutheran Church in Kampong. He also
serves as an instructor of the faith for Garuna Christian school.

Prayer: Heavenly Father, as Your Son sent forth His Church to make disciples
in all nations, we lift up before You, Rev. Kim Hai, asking You to sustain him by
Your Spirit and bless his labours for the sake of the Gospel; Lord in Your
mercy, C: Hear our prayer.
March 13 , 2022 - CAMBODIA
Rev. Rocham Binh is a missionary pastor serving the Jarai community in his
village of Rotanakiri.
Prayer: Heavenly Father, as Your Son sent forth His Church to make disciples
in all nations, we lift up before You, Rev. Binh, asking You to sustain him by
Your Spirit and bless his labours for the sake of the Gospel; Lord in Your
mercy, C: Hear our prayer.
March 20, 2022 - NICARAGUA
Rev. Máximo Romàn Urroz is a missionary pastor serving the community of
Pita Ginotepe.
Prayer: Heavenly Father, as Your Son sent forth His Church to make disciples
of all nations, we lift up before You Rev. Urroz, asking You to sustain him by
Your Spirit and bless his labours for the sake of the Gospel; Lord in Your
mercy, C: Hear our prayer.

March 27, 2022 - NICARAGUA
Deaconess Cristina Xiomara López currently serves as a with her husband
Pastor Hector Morales at the Luterna Church The Resurrection in the city of
Sebaco.
Prayer: Heavenly Father, since Your Son has saved the world through His
holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death and sent forth His Church to
proclaim the Good News of this salvation to the ends of the earth and to
distribute His saving gifts of grace, we pray that You would sustain
Deaconess López by Your Spirit and richly bless her labours for the sake of
the Gospel; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now forever. C: Amen
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SERVING

LORD’S HOUSE: MARCH 2022

IN THE

COMPUTER:
Date

USHERS:

8:00 am/10:30 am

Date

March 2

Ash Wednesday 7 pm Rhonda Buck

March 6

Rhonda Buck/Gwen Gabel

March 9

Lent Midweek 7 pm M.J. Hennig

March 6

March 13

Danielle Glubish/Logan Hamilton

March 9

March 16

Lent Midweek 7 pm Noah Keith

March 20

Noah Keith/M.J. Hennig

March 23

Lent Midweek 7 pm Rhonda Buck

March 16

March 27

Annette Visser/Shelley Kulak

March 20

March 30

Lent Midweek 7 pm Logan Hamilton

March 2

March 13

ELDERS:
Date
March 2
March 6
March 9
March 13

March 16
March 20
March 23
March 27
March 30

8:00 am/10:30 am
Ash Wednesday 7 pm
Scott Williams & Lane Williams
Gerald Glubish & Michael Glubish/
Rod & Sandie Schutz
Lent Midweek 7 pm
Ron Shepherd & Ivan Boles
John & Bev Raffa/
Bruce Fielhaber & Dirk Rothfos
Lent Midweek 7 pm
Cole Kleijnen & Carter Kleijnen
Norman Baron & Greg Lutz/
Eric Steuber
Lent Midweek 7 pm
Coralee & Darrel Hennig
Hunter Visser & Tanner Visser/
Gordon Schoepp & Darius Starreveld
Lent Midweek 7 pm
Cameron Pedersen & Peter Petersen

March 23
March 27

8:00 am/10:30 am
Ash Wednesday 7 pm Kevin Burger
Matt Hamilton & Darrel Hennig/
Pat Hall & Colin Schutz
Lent Midweek 7 pm Clay Hennig
Brent Hennig & Jordan Prefontaine/
Trevor Kleijnen & Glen Schmitke
Lent Midweek 7 pm Randy Hennig
Darrel Hennig & Matt Hamilton/
Colin Schutz & Jordan Prefontaine
Lent Midweek 7 pm Glen Schmitke
Trevor Kleijnen & Brent Hennig/
Clay Hennig & Pat Hall
Lent Midweek 7 pm Matt Hamilton

March 30

ALTAR GUILD:
March

Deb Hall

April

Wendy Woolsey

March 15, 2022 @ 7:00 pm

CHURCH
OFFICE HOURS
MONDAY - THURSDAY
9:00 AM - NOON
12:30 PM - 3:00 PM

IF YOU ARE UNABLE TO
SERVE ON THE DATE
LISTED, PLEASE CONTACT
ANOTHER MEMBER OF
YOUR GROUP, SWITCH WITH
THEM, AND LET THE
CHURCH OFFICE KNOW OF
THE CHANGE NO LATER
THAN WEDNESDAY OF THAT
WEEK. THANK YOU!

ARTICLE DEADLINE FOR
THE APRIL
MESSENGER IS
MARCH 21, 2022

