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The Rev.’s Writings
Pastor Michael Keith
Christ is risen! He is risen indeed! Alleluia!
Everything hinges on these words. Everything. What we
anticipate throughout the Season of Lent, what we
approach during Holy Week, and what we celebrate on Easter, is the foundation of everything that we
believe and hope for as Christians. As St. Paul writes in 1 Corinthians 15, if Jesus didn’t rise from the dead,
none of this stuff we as Christians believe and do is worth anything. It all rests on Jesus and His resurrection.
We need Christmas. We need Good Friday. But without the resurrection, Christmas is just a story about a
cute baby boy born under unusual circumstances, and Good Friday is a story of injustice and failure and a
tragedy as an innocent man is to put to death for
political expediency. We need Christmas and Good
Friday to get us to Easter—but it is Easter that gives
those events meaning.
When we gather at the cemetery for a funeral, or
even as we will gather on Easter morning at the
cemetery for the Sunrise Service, it is a family reunion.
As we gather among the graves and the monuments,
some might think it a rather morbid thing to do.
However, it isn’t morbid at all. It is in fact an act of
faith, and act of hope, as we look death straight in the
face defiantly and shout “Christ is risen! He is risen indeed! Alleluia!” For we are a people of hope in the
midst of death and a dying world. We know that because Jesus rose from the dead He has defeated death
and the grave, and by grace through faith we share in that victory. That is why, even with tears in our eyes
and sorrow in our hearts, we can have hope and comfort at the cemetery. That is why, as we gather at the
cemetery among the graves and the monuments, we do not see them as signifying a failure, but as
testaments to the hope we have in what is yet to come! Our loved ones and friends rest awaiting the Last
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Day when Jesus will return and there will be the resurrection of the body and the
great reunion we will all enjoy when we will all be with the Lord in the new creation.
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For many some time has past since their loved one died, perhaps even a lot of
time has passed. For some, the loss is more recent. For some of us this will be the
first Easter since our loved one or friend died. For all of us, we live in a dying world
and one day we will all face death. As we complete our Lenten Journey and gather
together to celebrate Easter this month, we place our faith, our hope, and our trust
in the One who rose from the dead and has defeated death for us! We take comfort
in knowing that death has not won, but Jesus has won the victory! It is upon this
glorious truth that the Christian Faith is founded. It is in this Good News that we find
hope and comfort in the midst of death and sorrow and struggle. For we know, that
death is not the end of the story—and our Lord has prepared eternal life for our
loved ones and for us to enjoy together forever. Thanks be to God.

Christ is risen! He is risen indeed! Alleluia!
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LCC Ukraine Aid fund to support
SELCU pastors and congregations
Contact Rev. Buck
at
buck@st-matthew.com
Contact Rev. Keith
at
keith@st-matthew.com
Contact Rev. Dressler
at
dressler@smlacademy.ca
Contact Ian Lande
at
ian@st-matthew.com

"With the displacement of thousands of people fleeing the violence that
continues to rage throughout Ukraine, relief aid is desperately needed. While
general relief aid may be made through Canadian Lutheran World Relief
(CLWR) and other such agencies, specific support for the pastors and
people of the congregations of the Synod of Evangelical Lutheran Churches
in Ukraine (SELCU) may be made to the Ukraine Aid Fund established by
Lutheran Church–Canada and which can be accessed through our website.

Support CLWR

Direct support to SELCU
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If you are a shut-in and cannot make it to regular Sunday worship and
would like to receive pastoral care, please contact the church office.

St. Matthew Facebook Page
If you are a member of the Church, find our Facebook Group!
Go to www.facebook.com,
in the search bar at the top left of the page type in
St. Matthew Lutheran Church – Stony Plain
and ask to join our page.

If you have a prayer request, our prayer
chain is there to pray for you or your loved
one. Call Judy Kulak to get that name into
the prayer chain or if you wish to join the
prayer chain group.

“Then you will call on me and come and pray to me,
and I will listen to you.”
Jeremiah 29:12

Thank you for the cards, calls, flowers, meals and donations to either our
school, church or seminary. We appreciate your love and support as we
continue to mourn the death of Bryan.
Lovingly, The Adam Family
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M i d w e e k L e n t e n Ve s p e r s S e r v i c e s
Lent is a season when we take a look at our lives in view
o f Go d ’ s merc y to wa rd u s in th e sa crifice o f h is S o n fo r u s
o n t h e c r o s s . We , i n t u r n , a r e c a l l e d b y G o d , e s p e c i a l l y
d u rin g th is time o f rep e n ta n ce a n d refle ctio n , to b e livin g
sa crific es fo r h im, d isp la y in g o u r d e vo tion to h im in wo rd
and deed. Jesus helps us to see the richness of God ’s
mercy in h is life, d ea th a nd resu rrec tio n . Th e se rvices in
this worship series for Lent focus our eyes of faith on the
mea n in g b eh in d Go d ’s merc y ma d e ma n ifest in Ch ris t.

A p r i l 6 , We e k 5 @ 7 : 0 0 p m : M e r c y i n S e r v i c e
We look at our lives through the lens of God’s love toward us in the sacrifice of his Son,
Jesus. In this service, we recognize that we are called to serve in mercy the needs of those
around us by Christ’s example.

Palm Sunday—April 10 8:00 am & 10:30 am services with communion &
Kids Bible Study group will process in with Palm branches
Maundy Thursday—April 14 7:00 pm with communion
Good Friday—April 15 7:00 pm
Easter Sunday—April 17 7:00 am Sunrise Service at St. Matthew Cemetery
8:00 am Communion Service
10:30 am Service No Communion
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HALL LAKE FOOD CLOSET COLLECTION
The Board of Outreach is collecting items for the Hall
Lake Food Closet. Since the project was started in the
spring of 2019, they have hired a staff member who
oversees the project and serves over 30 registered
families as well as causal clients.
Items needed:

Drop off in
designated area in
church narthex

Minute Rice
Oatmeal
Tea
Pancake Mix (add water only)
Tuna
Pancake Syrup
Canned Chicken
Sugar
Canned Ham
Cereal—Family Size
Powdered Skim Milk
Powdered Soup Mixes
Unsalted Crackers
Cleaning Supplies
Hygiene Products
Feminine Hygiene Products

YOUTH—Grades 7—12 welcome!
7pm—9 pm at St. Matthew Lutheran Church
every second Friday.

April 8 - Bob Ross Night
April 22- Youth Room
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Blessed Shall You Be
“Blessed shall you be in the city, and blessed
shall you be in the field. Blessed shall be the
fruit of your womb and the fruit of your ground
and the fruit of your cattle, the increase of your
herds and the young of your flock. Blessed shall
be your basket and your kneading bowl.
Blessed shall you be when you come in, and
blessed shall you be when you go
out.” (Deuteronomy 28:3-6)
This is God’s promise to the Israelites as they
stood beyond the Jordan outside of the Promised Land. He promises blessing to His people. He will make
them prosper, whether they are in the city or the field. He will make their fruit of their work to prosper,
whether from the ground, their wombs, their flocks, or their herds. He will make them to prosper in all
things, whether upon their coming in or their going out.
But there’s a catch. He would do this for Israel only “if you obey the voice of the LORD your God.”
(Deut. 28:2b) If they did that, He would cause that “all these blessings shall come upon you and overtake
you.” (Deut. 28:2a). If they didn’t obey the voice of the Lord, if they didn’t keep the commandments of the
Lord and “walk in his ways” (Deut. 28:9), they would be met with curse and woe. The blessings would be
replaced with curses. Everything that the Lord promised to prosper and bless would be cursed and fail.
Thanks be to God that our Lord Jesus Christ has come into our flesh and fulfilled the law for us – in our
place and for our benefit. Our Lord Jesus Christ died for us – in our place and for our benefit. Our Lord
Jesus Christ is risen from the dead for us – in our place and for our benefit. By this we have justification
before God. We are forgiven, clean, holy, and righteous. The blessing of God is promised to us in Christ
Jesus. It depends upon his work, not ours.
All this is ours in Holy Baptism. For in Holy Baptism, God claims us as His own, makes us His children,
His heirs, and His holy people. And so it is that the work of our hands and its fruit is holy because we are
holy in Christ. It is pressed into His service, and it thereby becomes a bless-ing to us and to our neighbour.
For this great gift, our reception of the
blessings of God because of Christ Jesus
our Lord, it is our duty to thank and praise,
serve, and obey Him. This is not in order
to receive the blessings but because in
Christ we already have. With this in mind,
we sit down on the first day of the week
and set aside as He has prospered us to
give to His church for His work of
blessing in our midst (1 Cor. 16:2).
LCMS Stewardship Ministry
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An E-transfer offering can now be made by using the
following email address:
donation@st-matthew.com

Kid’s Bible Study
Meets Downstairs
Sundays
9:15 - 10:15 a.m.
Thank you to the special people who contributed Bible Verses to the Kid’s Bible Study in
February. We enjoyed connecting with you and hearing from you.

Kid’s Bible Study Cookies and Cards!
The kids in Kids Bible Study would like to ask for your help!
We are making cookies in a jar and greeting cards
(which include Bible verses we have been studying.)
Choose a cookie jar (you could make them yourself then pass on, or pass the whole jar on)
and a hand-made card from the table in the Narthex and send it to someone (at church, in
your family, etc.). Some ideas you could include in the card could be a prayer for that
person, a Bible verse you like, or a message. If you would like to make a donation for the
cookies or cards, we would suggest adding it to your church envelop under the MISSIONS
line to donate to the work of Lutheran Church–Canada. Information on some of the mission
work being done by LCC will be on the table as well.
Pick up a jar and/or card from the table set-up in the Narthex from
Sunday, April 24th to Sunday, May 1st.
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www.lutheranhour.ca

The Lutheran Hour Program Summaries
for April 2022

A listing of Canadian stations and broadcast times is
available at www.lutheranhour.ca
or from the Lutheran Laymen’s League of Canada –
1-800-555-6236 - helpful@lll.ca

Hear these inspirational
messages on AM 1260 CFRN
radio at 7:30 a.m. or FM 98.5
CFWE radio at 8:30 a.m.
Streaming audio and
pod-casts at
www.lutheranhour.ca

April 3
"This Is the Feast"
Speaker: Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler
A costly and extravagant meal prepared by a master chef symbolizes the meal Christ
serves to His people, the Church.
(Luke 22:27)

April 10
"Drawn Through the Cross"
Speaker: Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler
Dr. Michael Zeigler talks about people drawing the cross and how the cross is drawing
people.
(Luke 23:34)
April 17
"Can I Get a Witness?"
Speaker: Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler
(Luke 24:48)
April 24
"Misplaced Doubt"
Guest Speaker: Pastor John Nunes
(John 20:24-29)

Get the Sermons as soon as they are uploaded to
YouTube.
Go to the St. Matthew Lutheran Church
YouTube Channel to find the latest uploads
and/or to subscribe.
https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UCuizsjIs0wQXg8c_p7rF_cQ
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APRIL 15 NO SCHOOL

April 21

April 22
March 31 & April 1—Oratories
April 14—Grade 7 Bake Sale
April 15—NO SCHOOL—Good Friday
April 19—NO SCHOOL– Easter Monday
April 21—Earth Day
April 22—Silly Sock Day

All are invited to
Tuesday morning Bible Study at 10:30 a.m.
and
Sunday morning Bible Study at 9:15 a.m.
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SERVING

IN THE

LORD’S HOUSE: APRIL 2022

COMPUTER:
Date

USHERS:
8:00 am/10:30 am

Date

April 3

Rhonda Buck/Gwen Gabel

April 6

Lent Midweek 7 pm M.J. Hennig

April 10

Noah Keith/M.J. Hennig

April 14

Maundy Thursday 7 pm Noah Keith

April 10

April 15

Good Friday 7 pm Danielle Glubish

April 14

April 17

Annette Visser/Shelley Kulak

April 15

April 24

Noah Keith/Logan Hamilton

8:00 am/10:30 am
Don Goerz & Connor White/
Scott Williams & Lane Williams
Lent Midweek 7 pm Gerald Glubish &
Michael Glubish
Ron Shepherd & Ivan Boles/
Rod & Sandi Schutz
Maundy Thursday 7 pm Bruce Fielhaber
& Dirk Rothfos
Good Friday 7 pm John & Bev Raffa
Norman Baron & Greg Lutz/Cole
Kleijnen & Carter Kleijnen &
Eric Steuber
Coralee & Darrel Hennig/
Gordon Schoepp & Darius Starreveld

April 3
April 6

April 17
April 24

ALTAR GUILD:

ELDERS:
Date
April 3
April 6
April 10
April 14
April 15
April 17
April 24

8:00 am/10:30 am
Colin Schutz & Jordan Prefontaine/
Randy Hennig & Darrel Hennig
Lent Midweek 7 pm Trevor Kleijnen
Clay Hennig & Kevin Burger/
Glen Schmitke & Brent Hennig
Maundy Thursday 7 pm Colin Schutz &
Pat Hall
Good Friday 7 pm Brent Hennig
7am Kevin Burger/Brent Hennig &
Darrel Hennig/Jordan Prefontaine
Pat Hall & Matt Hamilton/
Randy Hennig & Kevin Burger

CHURCH
OFFICE HOURS
MONDAY - THURSDAY
9:00 AM - NOON
12:30 PM - 3:00 PM

April

Wendy Woolsey

May

Dani Adam

ARTICLE DEADLINE FOR
THE APRIL
MESSENGER IS
April 19, 2022

IF YOU ARE UNABLE TO
SERVE ON THE DATE
LISTED, PLEASE CONTACT
ANOTHER MEMBER OF
YOUR GROUP, SWITCH WITH
THEM, AND LET THE
CHURCH OFFICE KNOW OF
THE CHANGE NO LATER
THAN WEDNESDAY OF THAT
WEEK. THANK YOU!

