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As Good as it Gets
Did you notice something different this year? I remember a year ago
when we were ending 2020 and getting ready to welcome the new year:
2021. There was optimism. There was hope. There was this sense of
putting that past year and its pandemic behind us and starting off 2021
with a clean slate.
Of course, that didn’t happen.
The other day I was talking to some of the teachers about the various
protocols we have been through in the last couple of years, and we had
trouble figuring out which level of protocols went with which year.
2020 and 2021 seem to be not much more than a long, blurry, dreary
dream that you can’t wake up from. The optimism with which we began
2021 quickly disappeared and was replaced with a massive dose of cynicism.
As a result, the memes and the newspaper cartoons had a
much more apprehensive tone this time around. We entered
this year with no idea of when the end is in sight. We don’t
yet see the light at the end of the tunnel and, quite frankly
that is not a healthy stance.
Humans need hope. They need assurance. We can endure
great trials and hardships, but we all have a breaking point.
When there is no light at the end of the tunnel we can easily
give ourselves over to disappointment and anxiety.
Do you remember the movie As Good as it Gets with Jack
Nicholson? The name of the movie comes from a scene
where Melvin, the main character, leaves his psychologist’s
… continued on page 2
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office in a dejected manner. As he
comes across the rather pathetic
group of people waiting for their
own therapy session, he turns to
them and says, “What if this is as
good as it gets?”
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We wouldn’t be alone in thinking this. The Bible is full of people waiting for things
to get better. In fact, there is an anthem they sing throughout the scriptures and it
goes like this, “How long, O Lord?”
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LORD? Will you forget me
forever? How long will you
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Another psalmist joins his
anthem: How long, O
LORD? Will you hide
yourself forever? How long
will your wrath burn like
fire? (Ps 89:46)
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The prophet Habakkuk is pretty blunt when he shouts this anthem: How long, O
LORD, must I call for help? But you do not listen! (Hab 1:2)
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That’s a very valid question. As
this pandemic moves from the year
2020, then 2021 and now into 2022
a lot of people are asking, “Is this
the new normal?” What if this is as good as it gets?

10

As we look at these passages we have a vantage point that David and Habakkuk and
all the other Israelites didn’t have. We can see how their story unfolded, sometimes
taking years to be resolved, sometimes decades. David was persecuted for ten years
by Saul, continually hunted down in the wilderness. The Israelites of Habakkuk’s
day ignored God for years, and then spent 70 years in exile before they were allowed
to return home. How long, O Lord? Sometimes, it's quite a while.
Contact Rev. Buck
at
buck@st-matthew.com
Contact Rev. Keith
at
keith@st-matthew.com
Contact Rev. Dressler
at
dressler@smlacademy.ca
Contact Ian Lande
at
ian@st-matthew.com

It would be a mistake, however, to assume
that God is not working in these situations.
While we may feel far from God, and feel
quite alone during these times, the Bible
shows us that God is constantly at work,
adding components to His plan of
salvation.
Yes, David was hunted for 10 years by
King Saul before he himself was allowed
… continued on page 3
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to ascend to the throne as King of Israel, but God was molding him and forming him during that entire time.
The king who eventually does sit on the throne is very different from that young shepherd boy with a
slingshot.
Habakkuk’s Israelites were indeed kicked out of the promised land for seven decades, but they spent that
time examining the many ways they had turned away from their God and times they had replaced Him with
false idols. By the rivers of Babylon they sat down and wept. They needed that time of repentance.
So the question now becomes, what about us? What about these times?
What is God doing in these times? How is He forming us? How is He using these circumstances to bring
us closer to Him?
Those are personal questions, and the answers are probably as unique as each of you are.
Nonetheless, God continues to work on and through His people as He always has. You may not feel it, you
may not see it, but He continues to watch over you and to work through you.
We can continue to ask the question, How long O Lord, and we may get some kind of answer, and we may
not. I like the answer God gave to the prophet Habakkuk when the prophet asked, “How long, O Lord must
I call for help? But you do not listen!” God replies, “I am doing a work in your days that you would not
believe if you were told.”
In other words, “Just trust me, Habakkuk. Trust me that I am working on the
situation, and I have all things under control. It’s hard for you to see that from your
vantagepoint, but not from mine. Trust me. I’ve got this.”
And let’s not forget the words of comfort He spoke to another prophet; “Can a
woman forget her nursing child, that she should have no compassion on the son of
her womb? Even these may forget, yet I will not forget you. Behold, I have
engraved you on the palms of my hands.” (Is 49:15-16)
Amen

Pastor Dressler

St. Matthew Facebook Page
If you are a member of the Church, find our Facebook Group!
Go to www.facebook.com, in the search bar at the top left of the page
type in
St. Matthew Lutheran Church – Stony Plain and ask to join our page.
If you have a prayer request, our prayer chain is there to pray
for you or your loved one. Call Judy Kulak to get that name
into the prayer chain or if you wish to join the prayer chain
group.

“Then you will call on me and come and pray to me, and
I will listen to you.” Jeremiah 29:12
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Kid’s Bible Study
Meets Downstairs
Sundays
9:15 - 10:15 a.m.
Kids Bible Study would like YOUR help!
We have been working on memorizing Bible verses and now we would like to ask for your help! Do you
have a favourite Bible verse that you have memorized? We would like you to share it with us! Maybe it will
be the next Bible verse we memorize. If you are interested in sharing with us, we would like to ask you to:
1. Print (or write) the words of your favourite verse and where it is found in the Bible on a piece of paper
2. Include your name (if you choose) and
3. Leave it at the church office or downstairs in the Sunday School room anytime before the end of
February
If you have any questions, please contact Nicole. Thank you!

February (Winter) Quest
"For I know the plans I have for you":
Intentional Mission in the Bible and in God's Church
People often wonder what their purpose in life is. We tend to think that a life without a
clear purpose is meaningless or unfulfilling. We recognize that purpose is important. But when we
turn to the Bible, we sometimes fail to see God's purpose behind the events, stories, and texts in it.
We are so focused on our purpose that we forget to ask about God's purpose as we read his words.
This CLS Quest, taught by new faculty Dr. Alex Vieira, Assistant Professor of
Exegetical (Biblical) Theology, will explore God's missionary purpose both in the grand narrative and

in the apparent minor details of the Bible. We will see that mission doesn't just happen—it is not by
chance, but it is a product of God's intention for his creatures. We will also consider how what we
see in the Bible shapes the church's mission in the world today.
Week 1 — What is intentional mission? Is the Bible a book about mission?
Week 2 — God's intentional mission in the Bible
Week 3 — God's people's intentional mission in the Bible
Week 4 — Intentional mission and the church today
Join us for the online premiere releases on the four
Tuesdays in February, 7-9 p.m. MST!
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Red Cross First Aid Courses
A licensed Red Cross First Aid Trainer has
offered to run first aid courses for any who
would be interested here at St. Matthew
Lutheran Church.

If sufficient interest is received, a date
would be set. The plan is to offer courses that would coincide with PD days at the
school allowing for any students interested in taking first aid courses.
First Aid courses are 2 full days with a cost of $130/person.
Babysitting First Aid courses are one full day with a cost of $70/person.
Minimum age is 11 years old.

Please contact the church office if you would be interested in taking either of these
courses.

YOUTH—Grades 7—12 welcome!
7pm—9 pm at St. Matthew Lutheran Church every second Friday.
Masks are mandatory for indoor events.

February 11—Movie Night
February 25—Skating
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God in Man Made Manifest
The season of Epiphany focuses on how God was
made manifest in the flesh of Jesus. The church
spends time hearing of the miracles, signs, and
wonders of Jesus in the world. And this made plain
to all that Jesus really is who He said He was. He is
the Second Person of the Holy Trinity, the only
begotten Son of the Father, in the flesh. For “the
Word became flesh and dwelt among us”
(John 1:14).
It is revealed for all the world to see that Jesus is God in the flesh. It is made
manifest by His words and His work, by what He said and by what He did. And
these belong together, for “the Word became flesh and dwelt among us.” Jesus is the
Word and will of God in the flesh, that is, He is the walking, talking
enactment of God’s Word.
It is no different for us. We are called not just to believe in God in hearts but also to
trust in God in word and deed. As James wrote: “But be doers of the word, and not
hearers only, deceiving yourselves” (James 1:22), and again, “What good is it, my brothers, if someone says
he has faith but does not have works? … So also faith by itself, if it does not have works, is dead. … Show
me your faith apart from your works, and I will show you my faith by my works. … For as the body apart
from the spirit is dead, so also faith apart from works is dead” (James 2:14, 17–18, 26).
Our faith is lived out in works for our neighbour. Our trust in the Word and will of God is lived out not in
word only but also in deed and in truth. In other words, the Epiphany of the Lord creates in us an epiphany
of our faith in our works of obedience to God who commanded them. By this, our faith is made manifest to
the world. It is, as Luther wrote of faith:
Faith is a divine work in us. It changes us and makes us to be born anew of God (John 1). It kills the
old Adam and makes altogether different people, in heart and spirit and mind and powers, and it
brings with it the Holy Spirit.
Oh, it is a living, busy, active, mighty thing, this faith. And so it is impossible for it not to do good
works incessantly. It does not ask whether there are good works to do, but before the question rises,
it has already done them, and is always at the doing of them.
He who does not these works is a faithless man. He gropes and looks about after faith and good
works and knows neither what faith is nor what good works are, though he talks and talks, with
many words about faith and good works.
Faith is a living, daring confidence in God’s grace, so sure and certain that a man would stake his
life on it a thousand times. This confidence in God’s grace and knowledge of it makes men glad and
bold and happy in dealing with God and all His creatures. And this is the work of the Holy Spirit in
faith. Hence a man is ready and glad, without compulsion, to do good to everyone, to serve
everyone, to suffer everything, in love and praise to God, who has shown him this grace.
And thus it is impossible to separate works from faith, quite as impossible as to separate burning and
shining from fire. Beware, therefore, of your own false notions and of the idle talkers, who would be
wise enough to make decisions about faith and good works, and yet are the greatest fools. (Preface
to the Book of Romans)

… continued on page 7
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… continued from page 6
So, then, let our faith be active by God’s power in the Word through the Holy
Spirit. And let then our faith be made manifest to the world by what this faith
does: serving our neighbour – in church, in the family, and society – with the
works of faith in time, talents, and treasures.
LCMS Stewardship Ministry

2021 Tax Receipts will be available
in church mailboxes early February.
An E-transfer offering can now be made by using the
following email address:
donation@st-matthew.com

If you are a shut-in and cannot make it to regular Sunday worship and
would like to receive pastoral care, please contact the church office.

Volunteers required for snow shoveling.
Please sign up at
reception desk.

February Confirmation Schedule
Classes February 7, 14, & 21
February 27th at 10:30 am Confirmation Sunday
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www.lutheranhour.ca

The Lutheran Hour Program Summaries
for February 2022

A listing of Canadian stations and broadcast times is
available at www.lutheranhour.ca
or from the Lutheran Laymen’s League of Canada –
1-800-555-6236 - helpful@lll.ca

Hear these inspirational
messages on AM 1260 CFRN
radio at 7:30 a.m. or FM 98.5
CFWE radio at 8:30 a.m.
Streaming audio and
pod-casts at
www.lutheranhour.ca

February 6
"How Christians Can Admire the Jewish Sabbath"
Speaker: Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler
The Jewish practice of observing the Sabbath is sort of like being in a long-distance
relationship and he explains why even Christians can admire that.
(Luke 6:1-11)

February 13
"The Unexpected"
Guest Speaker: Rev. Roland Syens
"Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of God." Poverty is not a problem
in God's economy.
February 20
"TBD"
Speaker: Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler

February 27
"Greatness"
Speaker: Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler
(Luke 9:1-48)

Get the Sermons as soon as they are uploaded to
YouTube.
Go to the St. Matthew Lutheran Church
YouTube Channel to find the latest uploads
and/or to subscribe.
https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UCuizsjIs0wQXg8c_p7rF_cQ
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February 4th

February 17th

February 24th
February 10 5 pm—9 pm
February 11 9 am—noon

February 4—T-Shirt Day
February 10 & 11—Parent/Teacher Conferences
February 11—NO SCHOOL
February 17—Beach Day
February 18—NO SCHOOL STAFF PD DAY
February 21—NO SCHOOL—Family Day
February 24—Kindergarten to Gr 9 Open House

All are invited to
Tuesday morning Bible Study at 10:30 a.m.
and
Sunday morning Bible Study at 9:15 a.m.
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SERVING

IN THE

LORD’S HOUSE: FEBRUARY 2022

COMPUTER:
Date

8:00 am/10:30 am

ELDERS:
Date

February 6

Rhonda Buck/Gwen Gabel

February 13

Danielle Glubish/Logan Hamilton

February 20

Noah Keith/M.J. Hennig

February 13

February 27

Annette Visser/Shelley Keith

February 20

8:00 am/10:30 am
Glen Schmitke & Jordan Prefontaine/
Colin Schutz & Darrel Hennig
Kevin Burger & Pat Hall/
Matt Hamilton & Clay Hennig
Brent Hennig & Glen Schmitke/
Trevor Kleijnen & Jordan Prefontaine
Colin Schutz & Randy Hennig/
Darrel Hennig & Kevin Burger

February 6

February 27

USHERS:
Date
February 6
February 13
February 20
February 27

ALTAR GUILD:
8:00 am/10:30 am
Norman Baron & Greg Lutz/
Cole Kleijnen & Carter Kleijnen
Coralee & Darrel Hennig/
Eric Steuber
Hunter Visser & Tanner Visser/
Gordon Schoepp & Darius Starreveld
Don Goerz & Connor White/
Cameron Pedersen & Peter Petersen

February

Aimee Williams

March

Deb Hall

CHURCH
OFFICE HOURS
MONDAY - THURSDAY
9:00 AM - NOON
12:30 PM - 3:00 PM
ARTICLE DEADLINE FOR
THE MARCH
MESSENGER IS
FEBRUARY 17, 2021

IF YOU ARE UNABLE TO
SERVE ON THE DATE
LISTED, PLEASE CONTACT
ANOTHER MEMBER OF
YOUR GROUP, SWITCH WITH
THEM, AND LET THE
CHURCH OFFICE KNOW OF
THE CHANGE NO LATER
THAN WEDNESDAY OF THAT
WEEK. THANK YOU!

