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The Rev.’s Writings
Pastor Michael Keith
The year of our Lord 2021 has been an
eventful year in many ways—but isn’t every
year? The last couple years with the pandemic
have thrown us all into unknown territory. We
have had to deal with constantly changing
protocols and restrictions and advice. It seems
like everything has been changing all the time
around us. It’s been difficult to keep up with
all the way things have changed in the last
couple years. 2021 has brought many changes into our lives, both good and bad.
It is interesting how often when someone asks
you “what’s new?” we respond with “nothing” or
“same old same old.” But that is not really true, or
at least it is rarely true. Things are changing all the
time in the world and in our lives, but we hardly
seem to notice them. That is why it is a helpful
practice to reflect upon our lives from time to
time. It seems at the end of one year and the
beginning of another it is fitting to do so. To take
stock of what has happened and to contemplate
where you are heading.
What has changed in your life? What challenges
did you have throughout this past year? What new things did you do or experience? What things did
you learn? What blessings did you receive? What sadness and sorrows did you have to face? With
whom did you spend most of your time? What did you enjoy this past year? What would you like to
avoid in the next? What can you change in the new year to make your life and those around you a little
better?
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There are many things to reflect upon at the end of the year and the many
changes we have experienced. We can look to the future and feel a sense of
uncertainty because we do not know what the future holds. Even though we
often answer the question “What’s new?” with “Nothing is new” or “same old
same old”…..we know that isn’t really true. So, when we look to the future,
we can feel uncertain because we don’t know what it holds.
However one thing that we can always keep in mind is that our Lord does
not change. He has promised in our baptism never to leave nor forsake us and
to be with us in our going out and coming in. His love and forgiveness for you
will never change and is a constant in your life. So, as we reflect on the
changes in the past year, we can look forward to the new year with all the
changes it may bring with confidence in our Lord’s unchanging steadfast love
and care for us. In the year of our Lord 2022 we can rely on Jesus!

Installation of
2022 Officers and Board Members
January 9 at the 10:30 am service

10

Contact Rev. Buck
at
buck@st-matthew.com
Contact Rev. Keith
at
keith@st-matthew.com
Contact Rev. Dressler
at
dressler@smlacademy.ca
Contact Ian Lande
at
ian@st-matthew.com

January 2 - 9:30 am only
January 9 - 8:00 am/10:30 am
10:30 Installation of Officers/Board members
January 16, 23 & 30 - 8:00 am/10:30 am
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Red Cross Firs Aid Courses
A licensed Red Cross First Aid Trainer has
offered to run first aid courses for any who
would be interested here at St. Matthew
Lutheran Church.

If sufficient interest is received, a date
would be set. The plan is to offer courses that would coincide with PD days at the
school allowing for any students interested in taking first aid courses.
First Aid courses are 2 full days with a cost of $130/person.
Babysitting First Aid courses are one full day with a cost of $70/person.
Minimum age is 11 years old.

Please contact the church office if you would be interested in taking either of these
courses.
Outreach is collecting items for the Family Connection
Centre.

⬧
⬧

snow pants for youth and adults
non-perishable food for their community fridge:
pasta, rice, four
⬧ diapers sizes 2-6
Please drop off items at the church until the end of January.
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Kid’s Bible Study
Meets Downstairs
Sundays
9:15 - 10:15 a.m.
Resumes January 9

An E-transfer offering can
now be made by using the
following email address:
donation@st-matthew.com

St. Matthew Facebook Page
If you are a member of the Church, find our Facebook Group!
Go to www.facebook.com, in the search bar at the top left of the page
type in
St. Matthew Lutheran Church – Stony Plain and ask to join our page.
If you have a prayer request, our prayer chain is there
to pray for you or your loved one.
Call Judy Kulak at 780-963-6481 to get that name into
the prayer chain or if you wish to join the prayer chain
group.
“Then you will call on me and come and pray to
me, and I will listen to you.”
Jeremiah 29:12
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Jr. High Bottle Drive—January 8

Decades Day January 28

January 14
January 8—Jr. High Bottle Drive
January 10—School Resumes
January 14—T-Shirt Day
January 24-28—Mid-Term Exams
January 28—Decades Day
January 31—NO SCHOOL—STAFF PD DAY

All are invited to
Tuesday morning Bible Study at 10:30 a.m.
and
Sunday morning Bible Study at 9:15 a.m.
Women in the Word, Wednesday at 10 am
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’Tis More Blessed to Give Than to Receive
“In all things I have shown you that by working
hard in this way we must help the weak and
remember the words of the Lord Jesus, how he
himself said, ‘It is more blessed to give than to
receive.’ ” (Acts 20:35)
And indeed, it is. Does this not strike a chord that
resonates in us all? Which of us can’t recall the look of surprise and thanks for the Christmas gifts that we
labored to give to those whom we love? And the joy written on their face when that gift is received with

thanksgiving means more than all the gifts we have received. It is more blessed to give than to receive.
Our Lord knew this because He practiced it. He gave of Himself – sparing not even His life in death – in
order to give us back to our Father in heaven. He knew that in giving you get more because joy is
multiplied in giving. The one who receives and the one who gives both rejoice in what is given and
received. And, what is more, the one who receives only wants to give back to the one who gave so
generously in thanksgiving.
So, it is with our tithes and offerings in church. We want to give because
we have received from God all that we are and all that we have. Our
giving does not originate in what we must do to earn God’s favor. We
have God’s favor because of His gift of His Son, given through Word and
Sacrament. Thus, we are made free from the compulsion of giving so that
our tithes and offering are freely given in thanksgiving for what God has
so generously given to us.
Why then does the church struggle to make budgets? Why does the
church always seem stretched so thin when it is the place where God
continually gives us His forgiveness of sins? Why does the church struggle
when God, out of love for us, generously pours out His grace and mercy?

It is because we are sinners. Our fallen nature makes us selfish and miserly. It leads us to believe that we
can have our cake and eat it, too. Because of sin, we want God’s grace and mercy; we want His blessings of
body and soul. But we don’t want to share it with those around us. We want to remain comfortable in our
own self-contained, neat, and tidy lives – without the headaches of loving those around us by helping them
in their time of need.
“Remember the words of the Lord Jesus, how he himself said, ‘It is more blessed to give than to receive.’ ”
Remember that God has placed you in a church, not only to receive His grace and mercy, but to press His
eternal and temporal blessings into service to your neighbour.

… continued on page 9
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… continued from page 8
Your tithes and offerings ensure that those around you have a pastor to preach the life-saving and lifegiving Word of God. They ensure that the lights, heat, and air-conditioning are working. They ensure there
is water for Holy Baptism as well as bread and wine for Holy Communion. They even ensure that your
pastor has food and clothing and presents for his own family. The gifts of God are immeasurable. They
multiply and redound to everyone’s good as the fish and loaves in the feeding of the five thousand.
So, remember the words of the Lord Jesus: “It is more blessed to give than to receive.” And remember the
joy that attended the gifts you gave at Christmas. This same joy attends your gifts to the church.
LCMS Stewardship Ministry

If you are a shut-in and cannot make it to regular Sunday worship and
would like to receive pastoral care, please contact the church office.

Volunteers required for snow shoveling.
Please sign up at
reception desk.

January Confirmation Schedule
Classes January 10, 17, 24 & 31
No confirmation class January 3
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www.lutheranhour.ca

The Lutheran Hour Program Summaries
for January 2022

A listing of Canadian stations and broadcast times is
available at www.lutheranhour.ca
or from the Lutheran Laymen’s League of Canada –
1-800-555-6236 - helpful@lll.ca

Hear these inspirational
messages on AM 1260 CFRN
radio at 7:30 a.m. or FM 98.5
CFWE radio at 8:30 a.m.
Streaming audio and
pod-casts at
www.lutheranhour.ca

January 2
"Gospel Power for Personal Patience"
Lutheran Hour Speaker: Rev. Dr. Gregory Seltz
No one likes to wait! Hear God's promises for impatient people.
(Luke 2:40-52)
January 9
"Facing Rejection"
Speaker: Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler
How does one deal with rejection? Push through it?
Rise above it? Or start over?
(Luke 3:1-22)

January 16
"Hazed and Confused"
Speaker: Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler
God is against our pride because He wants to give Himself to us.
(Luke 4:1-37)
January 23
"TBD"
Speaker: Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler
January 30
"TBD"
Speaker: Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler

Get the Sermons as soon as they are uploaded to
YouTube.
Go to the St. Matthew Lutheran Church
YouTube Channel to find the latest uploads
and/or to subscribe.
https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UCuizsjIs0wQXg8c_p7rF_cQ
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2022 Church Officers & Board Members
EXECUTIVE:
Chairman
Vice Chair
Secretary
Treasurer
Financial Secretary
ELDERS:

Luke Adam
Gordon Schoepp
Annette Visser
Dennis Woolsey
Roy Goertz

FINANCIAL RESOURCES:
4 Vacancies
PARISH EDUCATION:
Nicole Colban
Laura Starreveld
4 Vacancies

Kevin Burger
Pat Hall
Matt Hamilton
Brent Hennig
Clay Hennig, Chair
Darrel Hennig
Randy Hennig
Trevor Kleijnen
Jordan Prefontaine
Glen Schmitke
Colin Schutz
1 Vacancy

SCHOOL BOARD:
Kayla Burger
Coralee Hennig
Deanne Hennig
Ian Henry
Carly Prefontaine
Don Schiemann
Shaun Visser
1 Vacancy

AUDITORS:

Sherry Colney
Wendy Woolsey

TRUSTEES:

CEMETERY:

Carl Getzinger
Colt Hennig
Sandi Letendre
Brian Luckhardt

CHRISTIAN OUTREACH:
Danielle Glubish
Sonya Schmidt
4 Vacancies
FAMILY MINISTRY:
Susan Hennig
Nora Petersen
Peter Petersen
3 Vacancies

STEWARDSHIP: Milt Joneson
5 Vacancies

Randy Adam
Jim Baron
Dirk Rothfos
Geof Schutz
Ron Shepherd
Tim Starreveld

YOUTH & YOUNG ADULTS:
Ali Hennig
Mackenzie Hennig
Carter Kleijnen
3 Vacancies
Installation of Officers and Board members
January 9
10:30 am Service

All 2021 Chairs of Boards and Committees.
Please provide reports for our 2021 Annual Report.
Submit your Board reports to the Church Office no later than January 20th.

Page 10

St. Matthew Messenger

SERVING

IN THE

LORD’S HOUSE: JANUARY 2022

COMPUTER:
Date

8:00 am/10:30 am

ELDERS:
Date

January 2

9:30 am only Noah Keith

January 9

Rhonda Buck/Gwen Goebel

January 16

Danielle Glubish/M.J. Hennig

January 9

January 23

Noah Keith/Logan Hamilton

January 16

January 30

Annette Visser/Shelley Kulak

January 23

8:00 am/10:30 am
9:30 am only
Randy Hennig & Kevin Burger
Matt Hamilton & Pat Hall/
Clay Hennig & Brent Hennig
Trevor Kleijnen & Glen Schmitke/
Jordan Prefontaine & Colin Schutz
Darrel Hennig & Randy Hennig/
Kevin Burger & Matt Hamilton
Pat Hall & Clay Hennig/
Brent Hennig & Trevor Kleijnen

January 2

January 30

USHERS:
Date
January 2
January 9
January 16
January 23
January 30

ALTAR GUILD:
8:00 am/10:30 am
9:30 AM ONLY
Hunter Visser & Tanner Visser
Don Goerz & Connor White/
Cameron Pedersen & Peter Petersen
Gerald Glubish & Michael Glubish/
Bryan Adam & Lane Williams
Ron Shepherd & Ivan Boles/
Rod & Sandie Schutz
John & Bev Raffa/
Bruce Fielhaber & Dirk Rothfos

January

Ginny Nernberg

February

Aimee Williams

CHURCH
OFFICE HOURS
MONDAY - THURSDAY
9:00 AM - NOON
12:30 PM - 3:00 PM
ARTICLE DEADLINE FOR
THE FEBRUARY
MESSENGER IS
JANUARY 19, 2021

IF YOU ARE UNABLE TO
SERVE ON THE DATE
LISTED, PLEASE CONTACT
ANOTHER MEMBER OF
YOUR GROUP, SWITCH WITH
THEM, AND LET THE
CHURCH OFFICE KNOW OF
THE CHANGE NO LATER
THAN WEDNESDAY OF THAT
WEEK. THANK YOU!

