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WHY WOULD GOD...?

Pastor’s
Ponderings

The question I get the most as a Pastor goes
something like this: "How can a supposedly ‘all
loving God’ allow_________...." You can fill in
the blank. Abuse. Murder. Rape. Holocaust. Genocide. Starvation. Loneliness.
Addiction. Untimely Death. The list goes on and on.

It's a question we've wanted the answer to from the beginning of time. We are told in
the Bible the first humans, Adam and Eve, wanted to be like God, they wanted to know
what God knows, Good and Evil, why things are the way they are. We haven't stopped
that pursuit even today.
As a Pastor, my answer to this question isn't always a popular one. Mostly, because it takes the weight of it (and it is a
heavy question) off of God, and places it back on the person asking the question. “Why do YOU allow _______ to
happen to your fellow man? Strangely…no one likes this response much?
We want a God, who will step into our world and make everything wrong, suddenly right. One who will stop sin,
pain, hurt, loss, - but at the same time let us do whatever we want. It seems counter intuitive to demand that we be
allowed to exercise our free will, the right to choose what we want – and yet have a perfect outcome. The reality is –
if we follow our own will (corrupt as it is in sin) it is NOT going to result in a world which is free from ________ (you
name your poison). The fact is, it was man's selfish decision to follow his OWN will rather than God’s good and perfect one that led to all the things we hate in this life. Yet somehow, we've managed to place the blame on God.
It astounds me that people can claim to want NOTHING to do with God whatsoever …and yet turn around and
blame Him when things go wrong for them. The fact is…we can't have both – we can’t insist on calling the shots in
our life - telling God to take a hike, and then go ahead and blame God when it turns out badly for us. Either we want
to have Him in our life or we don’t.
Back in the Garden before it went badly for us, He told us (Adam and
Eve) DON'T DO IT - don’t walk away and rebel against my will for you.
Because if you do, death will enter this world. We basically said, it
doesn't matter what you say God, we want what we want, not what
You want. When we sinfully rebelled against God’s will and plan for us
- death entered, and we've sadly been reaping the effects of that decision
ever since.
Perhaps the next question after “Why would God?” is “Why doesn’t
God?” as in “Why doesn’t God DO SOMETHING (especially after we’ve
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so royally messed it all up)? Why doesn’t He stop disease, or war,
or that drunk driver (again fill in the blank). Well first of
all….what would you have Him do? Take control of things?
Force His perfect will on us?
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God could make everything right - He could also force everyone
to love Him and do what He says. But what good and kindhearted Father would ever force His kids to love Him? That's not
really love at all, is it? It’s not a relationship and it’s not what God
is interested in. Love if it is to truly BE love – must be freely given – not coerced or
forced.
So in answer to the question “Why doesn’t God DO SOMETHING?” - I usually answer “He

did.” And what He did is a magnificent thing. One that solves the problem but at the
same time does not force Himself or His love upon us.

It’s something we celebrate each Christmas. How He quietly without fanfare or much
attention at all left heaven and became one of us. Born in Bethlehem to ordinary people,
He lived a human life in the midst of the sinful cesspool we had created (without sinning
Himself). He then offered Himself up as payment for all that we had done – all the sin
we had committed – all the rebellion with which we had accosted the Father. There and
then at Calvary in paying with His own life He reconciled the sinful world to God and
made all things new. He died and was buried and then broke the hold death had on us
when He rose from the dead.
Do you see the magnificence of this? He didn’t deal with the
SYMPTOMS of sin and death that keep cropping up in our world and
in our lives…He went straight for the jugular – straight for death itself!
And in His death and resurrection He killed death. Pulled out its
stinger so it can never permanently harm us again.
HOW’S THAT FOR DOING “SOMETHING?” For you and for me, in
this life there will still be those symptoms of death all around us and
in our lives. Those moments where sin and death confront us have the
effect of shaking us up – hard! But rather than wonder where is God
or why doesn’t He DO something? - we live in a sure and certain
hope that God “did do something.” He did something wonderful and amazing.
Beginning at Christmas, God began the greatest rescue mission ever conceived. Beginning
with His birth and continuing on in His life, in His sacrifice on the cross and His bursting
open of His tomb – He destroyed Death. Now we have hope, real and certain hope, for
the future, and an assurance of His love and presence with us right here and now. We
live in the assurance that all the garbage in our lives that come as a result of sin and death
have now been reconciled in Christ Jesus. They are done like dinner, over, kaput, complete, no more. All we have to do is run out the clock!
Now what to do while we wait for the realization of this reality…What to do, what to
do? pshhh? Oh I know…Let’s take a page from Jesus’ book and set aside ourselves and
love others in the same way He loved us. Hey, that’s a great idea? Live in the assurance
of the Grace that He provides to you each and every day through His Word and His
Sacraments. Living lives where we know we belong to Him, We know where we are
going and we are going to let other know about this along the way. WHY DOESN’T
GOD DO SOMETHING? – WHY DON’T YOU! Who knows maybe we can make a
change in the right here right now? Too big you say? Way too big? Ok, maybe we can’t
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fix the whole world. But maybe just maybe you might make a difference in the world of one person. Stranger
things have happened. Who me? What could I do? - Sure why not you…
After all - one person can do some cool things in Christ Jesus – just one person …
ever try to sleep with ONE MOSQUITO in the room?

Pastor Buck
The Lutheran Hour Ministries
Advent Devotionals now
available in the narthex

Read inspirational Scripture-based devotionals
for Advent written by volunteers and staff of
LAMP.
Available in the church narthex.

LAMP is a cross-cultural ministry sharing Jesus Christ with God’s
people in remote areas of Canada.

Get the Sermons as soon as they are uploaded to
YouTube.
Go to the St. Matthew Lutheran Church
YouTube Channel to find the latest uploads
and/or to subscribe.
https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UCuizsjIs0wQXg8c_p7rF_cQ
You can also find it by doing a search in
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Kid’s Bible Study
Meets Downstairs
Sundays
9:15 - 10:15 a.m.

An E-transfer offering can
now be made by using the
following email address:
donation@st-matthew.com

St. Matthew Facebook Page
If you are a member of the Church, find our Facebook Group!
Go to www.facebook.com, in the search bar at the top left of the
page type in
St. Matthew Lutheran Church – Stony Plain and ask to join our page.
If you have a prayer request, our prayer chain is there
to pray for you or your loved one.
Call Judy Kulak at 780-963-6481 to get that name into
the prayer chain or if you wish to join the prayer chain
group.
“Then you will call on me and come and pray to
me, and I will listen to you.”
Jeremiah 29:12
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December 21

Children’s Service—Online 6:30 pm
December 23

December 23—January 9

December 3—T-Shirt Day
December 21—Ugly Sweater Day
December 22—Christmas Caroling and Gift bag delivery
December 23—NO SCHOOL /6:30 pm Children's Service Online

48 Shoeboxes were collected and a number of monetary
donations. Thank you for your generosity!
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MIDWEEK LENTEN SERVICES
Wednesdays at 7:00 pm
December 1, 8, 15, & 22
All are invited to join us.

Christmas Eve Services
3:00 pm & 5:00 pm & 7:00 pm
Christmas Day
9:30 am
Communion Service

Sunday, December 19 & 26
will have only one service
at 9:30 am
Both are communion services.
No Bible Study

O come, O come,
Emmanuel,
And ransom
captive Israel,
That mourns in
lonely exile here
Until the Son of
God appears.
Rejoice! Rejoice!
Emmanuel shall
come to thee, O
Israel.

All are invited to
Tuesday morning Bible Study at 10:30 a.m.
and
Sunday morning Bible Study at 9:15 a.m.
Women in the Word, Wednesday at 10 am

St. Matthew Messenger

Page 7

2022 Church Officers & Board Members
EXECUTIVE:
Chairman
Vice Chair
Secretary
Treasurer
Financial Secretary
ELDERS:

Luke Adam
Gordon Schoepp
Annette Visser
Dennis Woolsey
Roy Goertz

FINANCIAL RESOURCES:
4 Vacancies
PARISH EDUCATION:
Nicole Colban
Laura Starreveld
4 Vacancies

Kevin Burger
Pat Hall
Matt Hamilton
Brent Hennig
Clay Hennig, Chair
Darrel Hennig
Randy Hennig
Trevor Kleijnen
Jordan Prefontaine
Glen Schmitke
Colin Schutz
1 Vacancy

SCHOOL BOARD:
Kayla Burger
Coralee Hennig
Deanne Hennig
Ian Henry
Carly Prefontaine
Don Schiemann
Shaun Visser
1 Vacancy

AUDITORS:

Sherry Colney
Wendy Woolsey

TRUSTEES:

CEMETERY:

Carl Getzinger
Colt Hennig
Sandi Letendre
Brian Luckhardt

CHRISTIAN OUTREACH:
Danielle Glubish
Sonya Schmidt
4 Vacancies

STEWARDSHIP: Milt Joneson
5 Vacancies

Randy Adam
Jim Baron
Dirk Rothfos
Geof Schutz
Ron Shepherd
Tim Starreveld

YOUTH & YOUNG ADULTS:
Ali Hennig
Mackenzie Hennig
Carter Kleijnen
3 Vacancies

FAMILY MINISTRY:
Susan Hennig
Nora Petersen
Peter Petersen
3 Vacancies

All 2021 Chairs of Boards and Committees.
Please provide reports for our 2021 Annual Report.
Submit your Board reports to the Church Office no later than January 20th.
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Our Lord Jesus Christ, the great physician of both
body and soul, healed a man with dropsy by His
Word on the Sabbath (Luke 14:1–6). Dropsy is a
paradoxical ailment, with an unquenchable craving
for drink even though the body is over inflated with
fluid, a craving that, when indulged, served not to
ease but to feed the disease.
And so, if a man drinks a great deal but is never
filled, he sees a doctor to inquire about what ails
him, what is wrong with his body, and how to
remedy it. For that is not thirst but a disease
(Seneca, Consolation to His Mother Helvia, 11.3).
But if the owner of five couches goes looking for 10, or the owner of 10 tables buys up as many again, and
even though he has plenty of land and money, he remains unsatisfied and desires yet more, losing sleep and
always in discontent, does he not also require a physician to diagnose the cause of this distress?
For this is not want or lack, it’s a disease (Aristippus, quoted in Plutarch, Love of Wealth, 524b). As St.
Augustine of Hippo wrote, “we may rightly compare the dropsical man to a covetous rich man: For the
more the one is swollen with excess of water, the more he thirsts; so also the other: The more he abounds in
riches … the more eagerly he desires them” (The Sunday Sermons of the Great Fathers, 4:135). Both
require physicians. Both require diagnosis and medicine applied from the outside to the inward being. For
these are not desires to be fulfilled but diseases to be cured.
This is why our Lord instructs us to not to be consumed
by money. “No one can serve two masters … You
cannot serve God and money” (Matt. 6:24; Luke
16:13). Our desire for money, like the disease dropsy, is
never satisfied. We always desire more. We think, “If I
just had this much then I would be happy.”
But even when that much comes, which God gladly
gives, happiness evades us. The desire for more is never
satisfied. It demands our constant energy, either in
procuring more or protecting what we already have. When this happens, God, in His mercy, shows us that
the money that He has given is no longer serving us, but we it. We have another master.
To overcome this, we need a physician’s diagnosis and a physician’s remedy. And our Lord Jesus Christ,
our great physician of both body and soul, applies His Word to us as He did to the man healed of dropsy. He
shows us how we have put our fear, love, and trust in our money and not feared, loved, and trusted in Him
above all things.
In essence, He says, “Stop chasing after these fleeting things. They are vanity. They are the things that moth
and rust destroy. You cannot have two masters. Repent!” And in seeing our great error, we are sorry that we
have not fully feared, loved, and trusted in God above all things. And, in the mercy and grace that He earned
for us on the cross, He takes away this sin, restores us to health, and bids us to live.
But then what? What do we do with this healing balm and care that our great physician has given? Do we
simply go back to our old ways? “By no means!” St. Paul says (Rom. 3:31; 6:2). We do not just go back to
the old ways, the ways that lead us to death. No, we live a new life, a life filled with the grace, mercy and
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love of God toward us. And God’s great mercy, grace, and love toward is so abundant that it overflows and
pours out onto those around us.
So we no longer hoard money and possessions. We no longer scrape and crawl our way to amass more. We
give to those around us, as God in Christ has given to us. We press our money and possessions into service
for those who need it: our family, our society and our church. For money is God’s gift to us to serve us and
others. Not the other way around. It serves us because it is a gift from our Father in heaven.

LCMS Stewardship Ministry

If you are a shut-in and cannot make it to regular Sunday worship and
would like to receive pastoral care, please contact the church office.

Volunteers required for snow shoveling.
Please sign up at
reception desk.

December Confirmation Schedule
Classes December 6 & 13
No confirmation classes December 20 & 27
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www.lutheranhour.ca

The Lutheran Hour Program Summaries
for December 2021

A listing of Canadian stations and broadcast times is
available at www.lutheranhour.ca
or from the Lutheran Laymen’s League of Canada –
1-800-555-6236 - helpful@lll.ca

Hear these inspirational
messages on AM 1260 CFRN
radio at 7:30 a.m. or FM 98.5
CFWE radio at 8:30 a.m.
Streaming audio and
pod-casts at
www.lutheranhour.ca

December 5
"Because We Belong"
Speaker: Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler
The world tells us we must be useful in order to belong, but that's now how God sees us.
(Luke 1:5-25)
December 12
"When You're Expecting"
Speaker: Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler
The season of Advent is about living in the middle of
a story that is still unfolding, between what is already
and what is yet to come.
(Luke 1:20-80)
December 19
"Charlie Brown Christmas Tree"
Speaker: Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler
The drama surrounding the first airing of "The Charlie Brown Christmas Special" 56 years
ago, against all odds, it gave viewers the true story of Christmas and doomed aluminum
Christmas trees to near extinction.
(Luke 2:1-15)
December 26
"Rite of Passage"
Speaker: Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler
(Luke 2:21-40)

December 10—Youth Christmas Event
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December 5th, 2021 - NICARAGUA
Rev. Henry Evelerth Ramirez serves both San Pablo Lutheran Church in
the Cartona Community as well as Lutheran Church of God in the
community of Marañonal.
Prayer: Heavenly Father, as Your Son sent forth His Church to make
disciples in all nations, we lift up before You, Rev. Ramirez asking You to
sustain him by Your Spirit and bless his labours for the sake of the Gospel;
Lord in Your mercy, C: Hear our prayer.
December 12th, 2021 - CAMBODIA
Rev. Mao Saron is the Pastor of Tbong Khumum Lutheran Church and
serves on the Board Directors of Cambodia Lutheran Church.
Prayer: Heavenly Father, as Your Son sent forth His Church to make
disciples in all nations, we lift up before You, Rev. Saron asking You to
sustain him by Your Spirit and bless his labours for the sake of the Gospel;
Lord in Your mercy, C: Hear our prayer.

December 19th, 2021 – NICARAGUA
Deaconess Maura Lourdes Juárez, serves Lutheran Church of the Lamb
of God.
Prayer: Heavenly Father, since Your Son has saved the world through His
holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death and sent forth His Church to
proclaim the Good News of this salvation to the ends of the earth and to
distribute His saving gifts of grace, we pray that You would sustain
Deaconess Juárez by Your Spirit and richly bless her labours for the sake of
the Gospel; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now forever. C: Amen
December 26th, 2021 – CAMBODIA
Deaconess Thy Da serves the Lutheran Church in Phnom Penh.
Prayer: Heavenly Father, since Your Son has saved the world through His
holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death and sent forth His Church to
proclaim the Good News of this salvation to the ends of the earth and to
distribute His saving gifts of grace, we pray that You would sustain
Deaconess Da by Your Spirit and richly bless her labours for the sake of
the Gospel; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now forever. C: Amen
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The Board of Christian Outreach
is collecting gift cards for the less
fortunate in the community.
If you would like to donate, please place
your gas, grocery, dollar store, or fast food
gift card in the little white church in the
Narthex.

ALTAR GUILD
As we enter the season of Advent,
the Altar Guild would once again
like to decorate the Sanctuary with
memorial poinsettias.
This will also be a fundraiser as
they work towards procuring
paraments for the altar.
For $20, they will purchase, tag,
and place your memorial poinsettia
in the church sanctuary.
There are envelopes and tags on
the table in the narthex until
December 12th.

MEMORIAL POINSETTIAS

Fill in a tag and place it, along with
$20, into the envelope and put it
into Dani Adam’s church mailbox.
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SERVING

IN THE

LORD’S HOUSE: DECEMBER 2021

COMPUTER:
Date

8:00 am/10:30 am

December 1

7 pm Advent Midweek Logan Hamilton

December 5

Danielle Glubish/M.J. Hennig

December 8

7 pm Advent Midweek
Danielle Glubish

December 12

Annette Visser/M.J. Hennig

December 15

7 pm Advent Midweek Logan Hamilton

December 19

Gwen Gabel

December 22

7 pm Advent Midweek Rhonda Buck

December 24

Christmas Eve 3 pm/5 pm/7pm
Luc Lefebvre/Shelley Kulak/
Logan Hamilton

December 25

9:30 am ONLY Noah Keith

December 26

9:30 am ONLY Shelley Kulak

USHERS:
Date
December 1
December 5
December 8
December 12
December 15
December 19
December 22

December 24

ELDERS:
Date

8:00 am/10:30 am

December 1

7 pm Advent Midweek Kevin Burger

December 5

Brent Hennig & Matt Hamilton/
Colin Schutz & Glen Schmitke

December 8

7 pm Advent Midweek Pat Hall

December 12
December 15
December 19
December 22
December 24
December 25
December 26

8:00 am/10:30 am
7 pm Advent Midweek
Norman Baron & Greg Lutz
Coralee & Darrel Hennig/
Eric Steuber
7 pm Advent Midweek
Gord Schoepp & Darius Starreveld
Hunter Visser & Tanner Visser/
Cameron Pedersen & Peter Petersen
7 pm Advent Midweek
Don Goerz & Connor White
Gerald Glubish & Michael Glubish/
Bryan Adam & Lane Williams
7 pm Advent Midweek
Rod & Sandie Schutz
Christmas Eve 3 pm/5 pm/7 pm
Ron Shepherd, Ivan Boles,
Bruce Fielhaber, Dirk Rothfos,
John & Bev Raffa/Cole Kleijnen,
Carter Kleijnen, Norman Baron,
Greg Lutz, Eric Steuber/

December 25

9:30 am ONLY Coralee & Darrel Hennig

December 26

9:30 am ONLY
Don Goerz & Connor White

ARTICLE DEADLINE FOR
THE JANUARY
MESSENGER IS
DECEMBER 15, 2021

Clay Hennig & Matt Hamilton/
Jordan Prefontaine & Kevin Burger
7 pm Advent Midweek
Glen Schmitke
9:30 am only Adrian Selles/Pat Hall
7 pm Advent Midweek
Matt Hamilton
Christmas Eve 3 pm/5 pm/7 pm
Luke Adam & Jordan Prefontaine/
Clay Hennig & Randy Hennig/
Trevor Kliejnen & Brent Hennig
9:30 am ONLY
Brent Hennig & Clay Hennig
9:30 am ONLY Randy Hennig &
Jordan Prefontaine

ALTAR GUILD:
December

Wendy Woolsey

January

Ginny Nernberg
CHURCH
OFFICE HOURS
MONDAY - THURSDAY
9:00 AM - NOON
12:30 PM - 3:00 PM

IF YOU ARE UNABLE TO
SERVE ON THE DATE
LISTED, PLEASE CONTACT
ANOTHER MEMBER OF
YOUR GROUP, SWITCH WITH
THEM, AND LET THE
CHURCH OFFICE KNOW OF
THE CHANGE NO LATER
THAN WEDNESDAY OF THAT
WEEK. THANK YOU!

