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The Rev.’s Writings
Pastor Michael Keith
I have never understood how a bunny is supposed to
be able to lay eggs. Is it just me, or does that strike
you as a little odd as well?
Cadbury made some great commercials for their Cadbury Cream Eggs a long time ago,
I think the first one came out in the early 80s. They had a bunny hopping around making
chicken noises (bok bok bok), maybe some of you will remember them. It used to crack me
up (simple things for simple minds, I guess!). The commercial highlighted the absurdity of an
egg laying rabbit.
Soon we will have chocolate Easter eggs
everywhere. Soon we will see people dying,
colouring, and decorating eggs for Easter. The
egg seems to be one of the most popular
symbols around Easter.
It is true that the egg has been
associated with various celebrations of the
coming of Spring throughout history in many
cultures. Just as it seemed the earth came
back to life in the Spring after a long, dormant
winter, so the egg represented new life in these cultures because a new life was hatched from
the egg.
You can see how this is also fitting in the Christian concept and celebration of Easter.
… continued on page 2
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We celebrate at Easter the resurrection of Jesus. Easter is the highest
festival in the Church Year. Though it seems Christmas gets all the attention
and notice nowadays, Easter is the oldest celebration among Christians. It
is also the celebration that is centred on the central proclamation and
event of the Christian Faith—Jesus rose from the dead! He has defeated
sin, death, and the devil! The entire Christian Faith rests upon this event
2000 years ago. As St. Paul writes in 1 Corinthians 15:
“Now if Christ is proclaimed as raised from the dead, how can some
of you say that there is no resurrection of the dead? But if there is no
resurrection of the dead, then not even Christ has been raised. And if Christ
has not been raised, then
our preaching is in vain and
your faith is in vain. We are
even found to be
misrepresenting God,
because we testified about
God that he raised Christ,
whom he did not raise if it is
true that the dead are not
raised. For if the dead are
not raised, not even Christ
has been raised. And if Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile and
you are still in your sins. Then those also who have fallen asleep in Christ
have perished. If in this life only we have hoped in Christ, we are of all
people most to be pitied.
But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those who
have fallen asleep.”

Contact Rev. Buck
at
buck@st-matthew.com
Contact Rev. Keith
at
keith@st-matthew.com
Contact Rev. Dressler
at
dressler@smlacademy.ca
Contact Ian Lande
at
ian@st-matthew.com

This proclamation of the resurrection of Jesus is foundational to the
Christian Faith and we celebrate it with great joy. For it is in the
resurrected Jesus that we find hope in the midst of our struggles and
heartache and death. For He has overcome all things for us—even death.
Jesus has opened to us the way of everlasting life.
The egg represents new life. However, Christians also see in the
Easter egg a representation of something else as well—our Lord’s
resurrection and the empty tomb. Yes, from the egg comes new life…...and
… continued on page 3
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the empty shell reminds us that the tomb that first easter morning was empty. The empty
tomb is the symbol of Christ’s victory of death and the grave. The victory that is now
yours in Jesus by grace through faith.
So, this Easter season when the Easter bunny and his eggs are all around us, don’t
get distracted from the real message of Easter and the central proclamation of the central
faith. Allow the easter eggs (chocolate or otherwise) to remind you of this great truth:
Christ is risen! He is risen indeed! Alleluia!
Have a blessed Easter as we celebrate our Lord’s resurrection and the new life that
we have in Him.

April 11, 2021 at 8:00 am Worship Service
We thank God for our 10 confirmands:
Kaileese Clarke

Carter Getzinger

Matthew Getzinger

Cohen Hennig

Tanner Hennig

Brayden Kulak

Rayna Kupsch

Anna Loughlin

Emily Loughlin

Andie Williams
Please note, due to confirmation, the number of spaces for
congregation members is severely limited for this service.
Thank you for your understanding as we do our best to
accommodate these difficult COVID times/restrictions.
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APRIL 1 @ 7:00 PM

APRIL 2 @ 7:00 PM

Please register with church office for all church services.
780-963-2416 or church@st-matthew.com

April 4
7 am Sunrise Service at the Cemetery
8:00 am & 10:30 am
Communion services at the church
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April 1 - NO SCHOOL - Last day of Spring
Break
April 2 - NO SCHOOL - Good Friday
April 5 - NO SCHOOL- Easter Monday
April 9 - T-Shirt Day
Get the Sermons as soon as they are uploaded to
YouTube.
Go to the St. Matthew Lutheran Church
YouTube Channel to find the latest uploads
and/or to subscribe.
https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UCuizsjIs0wQXg8c_p7rF_cQ
You can also find it by doing a search in
YouTube:
St Matthew Lutheran Church Stony Plain
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April 4, 2021 - CAMBODIA
Rev. Romass Svell is pastor for the Jarai community in the Rotanakiri
Province.
Prayer: Heavenly Father, as Your Son sent forth His Church to make
disciples in all nations, we lift up before You, Rev. Romass Svell, asking
You to sustain him by Your Spirit and bless his labours for the sake of the
Gospel; Lord in Your mercy, C: Hear our prayer.
April 11, 2021 - CAMBODIA
Rev. Van Ravy is an associate pastor serving Christ Lutheran Church in
Phnom Penh. He also serves with Lutheran Hour Ministries.
Prayer: Heavenly Father, as Your Son sent forth His Church to make
disciples in all nations, we lift up before You, Rev. Ravy, asking You to
sustain him by Your Spirit and bless his labours for the sake of the Gospel;
Lord in Your mercy, C: Hear our prayer.
April 18, 2021 – NICARAGUA
Rev. Máximo Romàn Urroz is a missionary pastor serving at Lutheran
Church Redentor of San Paublo Community in Telica.
Prayer: Heavenly Father, as Your Son sent forth His Church to make
disciples of all nations, we lift up before You Rev. Urroz, asking You to
sustain him by Your Spirit and bless his labours for the sake of the Gospel;
Lord in Your mercy, C: Hear our prayer.

April 25, 2021 - NICARAGUA
Deaconess Cristina Xiomara López currently serves as a missionary
with her husband Pastor Hector Morales in the city of Sebaco at
Resurrection Lutheran Church.
Prayer: Heavenly Father, since Your Son has saved the world through His
holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death and sent forth His Church to
proclaim the Good News of this salvation to the ends of the earth and to
distribute His saving gifts of grace, we pray that You would sustain
Deaconess López by Your Spirit and richly bless her labours for the sake
of the Gospel; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now forever. C: Amen
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Our Father in heaven sent His Son, Jesus, to be our Savior. His
atoning sacrifice is the first fruits of all the dead, a pleasing aroma
to His Father, so that His perfect life and death count for all who
believe in Him. He claimed us as His own children in Holy
Baptism. He sustains and strengthens our faith with His Holy
Word and His Body and Blood.
As new creatures, who have put on Christ, we bear good fruit. We
do the good works prepared for us, which He makes known to us
in His Word. By faith then, trusting in the Word of God, we do
what he says because He does not lie and always keeps His
promises. For “without faith it is impossible to please God, because anyone who comes to him must believe that
he exists and that he rewards those who earnestly seek him” (Heb. 11:6).

And so the Lord promises: “Honour the Lord with your wealth and with the first fruits of all your produce; then
your barns will be filled with plenty, and your vats will be bursting with wine” (Prov. 3:9-10). How do we
honour the Lord with the wealth that God has given us in His generosity? By giving generously to those whom
the Lord has called us to love and support your family, your society, and your church. And His promise is that, in
so doing, you will never lack.
A common counterpoint is: “But that’s from the Old Testament!” Our Lord Jesus Himself gives us similar
promises in the New Testament. He says, at the conclusion of the parable of the talents: “For to everyone who
has will more be given, and he will have an abundance” (Matt. 25:29).
And then at the end of the parable of the dishonest manager, he says: “One who is faithful in a very little is also
faithful in much, and one who is dishonest in a very little is also dishonest in much. If then you have not been
faithful in the unrighteous wealth, who will entrust to you the true riches? And if you have not been faithful in
that which is another’s, who will give you that which is your own? No servant can serve two masters, for either
he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve
God and money” (Luke 16:10–13).
And in His sermon on the mount, he says: “Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust
destroy and where thieves break in and steal, but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth
nor rust destroys and where thieves do not break in and steal. For where your treasure is, there your heart will
be also” (Matt. 6:19–21).
We have become conditioned against these promises because of their misuse by the peddlers of the prosperity
gospel – the guys on TV who say you get rich by putting God in your debt. And thus, we miss out on the fact
that God does reward temporal faithfulness in temporal matters with temporal blessings. It’s not quid pro quo.
It’s all from God’s grace and His fatherly divine goodness and mercy. But those Bible passages do in fact say
what they say! It’s not the Old Testament’s problem. It’s ours. It is almost as if we have become so jaded against
this that we think it a virtue to be stingy with our offerings.
But our Father in heaven still loves to bless those who bless others. He loves to give to those who give freely and
generously. In fact, he challenges us to challenge Him: “Bring the full tithe into the storehouse, that there may
be food in my house. And thereby put me to the test, says the Lord of hosts, if I will not open the windows of
heaven for you and pour down for you a blessing until there is no more need” (Mal. 3:10).
And so, while we don’t give so that we would get, we do receive from the
Lord in order to give, and He will bless your giving with more receiving.
As St. Paul wrote in Rom. 8:32: “He who did not spare his own Son but
gave him up for us all, how will he not also with him graciously give us all
things?”
LCMS Stewardship Ministry
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Kid’s Bible Study
9:00 am
Sunday Mornings
Outside
An E-transfer offering can
now be made by using the
following email address:
donation@st-matthew.com

REMEMBER TO
PRE-REGISTER
FOR ALL
WORSHIP SERVICES.

Volunteers required for snow
shoveling.
Please sign up at
reception desk.
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www.lutheranhour.ca

The Lutheran Hour
Program Summaries
for April 2021
A listing of Canadian stations and broadcast times is
also available at www.lutheranhour.ca
or from the Lutheran Laymen’s League of Canada –
1-800-555-6236 - helpful@lll.ca

Hear these inspirational
messages on AM 1260 CFRN
radio at 7:30 a.m. or FM 98.5
CFWE radio at 8:30 a.m.
Streaming audio and
pod-casts at
www.lutheranhour.ca

April 4
“Fear…Like Onions, You Know?” – Mark 16
Lutheran Hour Speaker: Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler
Why end a good news story on a note of fear? St. Mark’s Gospel wants us to see human fear as
evidence that God is at work.
April 11
“What It Means to Be a Family” – Acts 4:32-35
Lutheran Hour Speaker: Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler
Loving, caring and sharing—it’s what we do as God’s family.
April 18
“One Greater than Mrs. McCalliter” – Jonah 1
Lutheran Hour Speaker: Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler
April 25
"TBD"
Lutheran Hour Speaker: Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler

St. Matthew Facebook Page
If you are a member of the Church, find our Facebook Group!
Go to www.facebook.com, in the search bar at the top left of the page type in
St. Matthew Lutheran Church – Stony Plain and ask to join our page.
Did you know St. Matthew has a prayer chain?
If you have a prayer request, our prayer chain is there to pray
for you or your loved one.
Call Judy Kulak at 780-963-6481 to get that
name into the prayer chain or if you wish to
join the prayer chain group.
“Then you will call on me and come and pray to me, and I will
listen to you.” Jeremiah 29:12

Page 10

St. Matthew Messenger

SERVING IN THE LORD’S HOUSE: APRIL 2021
COMPUTER:

ELDERS:

Date
April 1
April 2
April 4
April11

8:00 am/10:30 am
Noah Keith Maundy Thursday 7 pm
Danielle Glubish Good Friday 7 pm
Rhonda Buck/Shelley Kulak
Rhonda Buck/Ali Hennig

April 18

Danielle Glubish/Gwen Goebel

April 25

Annette Visser/M.J. Hennig

April 1

April 11
April 18
April 25

Maundy Thursday 7 pm Brent Hennig &
Colin Schutz

April 2

Good Friday 7 pm Jordan Prefontaine
Sunrise Luke Adam/
Brent Hennig & Jordan Prefontaine/
Colin Schutz & Pat Hall
Kevin Burger & Adrian Selles
Luke Adam & Clay Hennig
Randy Hennig & Adrian Selles
Pat Hall & Glen Schmitke
Trevor Kleijnen & Clay Hennig/
Brent Hennig & Matt Hamilton

April 11

8:00 am/10:30 am

April 18

Cole Kleijnen & Carter Kleijnen

April 4

April 1

April 4

USHERS:
Date

8:00 am/10:30 am

Date

Norman Baron & Greg Lutz/
Eric Steuber
Coralee & Darrel Hennig/
Gordon Schoepp & Darius Starreveld
Hunter Visser & Tanner Visser/
Cameron Pedersen & Peter Petersen
Don Goerz & Connor White/
Bryan Adam & Lane Williams

April 25

ALTAR GUILD:
April

Debbie Hall

May

Adele Ulmer

ATTENTION USHERS

REMEMBER TO
PRE-REGISTER FOR
WORSHIP SERVICES.

CHURCH
OFFICE HOURS
MONDAY - THURSDAY
9:00 AM - NOON
12:30 PM - 3:00 PM

YOUR ASSISTANCE IS
REQUIRED.
Please contact Gerri
Schram at 780-963-6578
if you are willing and able to
assist with usher duties on
Sundays.
As Communion has
returned to Sunday
services, your assistance is
required in directing the
congregation during
communion so we can
maintain social
distancing.

IF YOU ARE UNABLE TO
SERVE ON THE DATE
LISTED, PLEASE CONTACT
ANOTHER MEMBER OF
YOUR GROUP, SWITCH WITH
THEM, AND LET THE
CHURCH OFFICE KNOW OF
THE CHANGE NO LATER
THAN WEDNESDAY OF THAT
WEEK. THANK YOU!

ARTICLE DEADLINE
FOR
THE MAY
MESSENGER IS
APRIL 20, 2021

