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Pastor’s Ponderings
There are many misconceptions and misunderstandings about what Church is and what we are
about – with what we believe, teach, and confess. Whether they think we are about holding pep
rallies for God on Sundays or little lessons about how to be good so that God will love you and let
you into heaven (or the “Good Place” as Netflix calls it). I honestly wonder sometimes if this is why
so many have a “take it or leave it” attitude with regard to what we do here.
What the Community
Thinks We Do

What The Parish
Thinks We Do

What We
Actually Do

But despite these misconceptions – what the Church actually deals with is the most important things
you can conceive - the stuff of life and death. All of which comes into clear focus during the season
of Lent, which begins on Ash Wednesday.

"You are dust, and to the dust you shall return”
These are the Words that confront each of us on Ash Wednesday. What a Wakeup call! What a
reminder of how misaligned our priorities can become as they fall into line with the siren song of
this world. Lent is a call to return – a call to be about what the Church is called to be about! Life
and Death! Christians deal in what's real. Real dirt. A real death. Real rot and decay. There's nothing
anyone can do about that. Medicine can’t save us. Good works can’t save us. Nothing and no one
can save us from God's furious anger and judgment of sin. As the Lord says, "You are dust, and to the
dust you shall return,“ or, more literally translated, "You're dirt, and you're going back to the
dirt” (Gen. 3:19).
… continued on page 2
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All the proof we need is looking back at us from the
mirror. See the creases. See the lines. See the gray hair.
See death at work in each of us. This is what it means to
look into the mirror of the Law. We not only see our
physical reflection, we see the false god who wears our
face. We see the murderous thoughts between our ears.
We see the lies that crouch on our tongue. We see the
hatred that smolders in our eyes. We can see all this
reflected at us in the mirror of God's Law. And nothing we do to tear ourselves
away from that reflected truth helps. That's why God says, "Tear apart your
heart, not your clothes" (Joel 2:13).
What sin does to us does tear us apart. Sin tears us away from God. Sin tears us
away from each other. Sin destroys our home, relationships, and life. Sin turns us
inward on ourselves. Sin isolates us in our self-centeredness. It cages us in a self
built prison of false belief and anger and lies. Sin grinds us down and tortures us
to death.
We face death all day long. We know it. We feel it. We almost don’t need to be
told it. That's why, the last thing we need is more reminders that "You're dirt,
and you're going back to the dirt.”
But that doesn’t mean we give up and quit living. We don’t let our life go to hell.
The Christian life is a disciplined life. That’s why Christians observe Ash
Wednesday.

Ash Wednesday marks the beginning of Lent.
Lent is a time of self-discipline. But, before we
get too excited about that, Jesus had a few
things to say about public displays of selfdiscipline, or "piety" as it's often called –
prayer, giving money to the poor, and fasting.
You've read and heard His words: “Don't do
these things to be seen by men. Instead, do
them in secret before your Father in heaven.” (Matthew 6:16-21)
When we pray, Jesus says, don’t babble like those who don't know God as
Father. We're instructed not to parade our piety like the religious leaders who
love to be seen being religious. Instead, we're told to go to our room and pray
in secret to our heavenly Father. When we give money to the poor, don’t make a
big show of it. We're not supposed to trumpet our generosity all over the
neighbourhood. We're not even supposed to let our left hand keep a record of
what our right hand is doing.
When we fast, Jesus says, we are to wash our face. Comb our hair. Don’t let
anyone know what we are doing. This is between each person and their
heavenly Father. Most important though, all this disciplined living is to be done
in freedom. We don't do these things because they're forced on us or we're
commanded to do them to get right with God. As a friend once said to me, the
way of Christian discipline is the way of children who play at their Father's feet.
… continued on page 3
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All this disciplined living is to be done in freedom.
Then, when anyone asks, "Why do you do these things," we can say,
“Because I'm free. I’ve been washed by the blood and water of Jesus’
death for me. I'm a baptized child of God. I may be dirt, and I know I'm
going back to being dirt, but dirt that's embraced in the death and power
of Jesus' resurrection!”
That’s what Ash Wednesday is about. That's what Lent is about. Jesus does
what is impossible for us to get done. He goes to die our death in our
place on our cross. And for all that, we get baptized in His Name. We get repented by His Word.
We get watered by His Spirit and Word. We get faithed by His Gospel. We get forgiven in His
Name.

That’s what
Ash Wednesday is about.
That’s what Lent is
about. Jesus does what is
impossible for us to get
done.
Beginning this Ash Wednesday and on into the season of Lent - We get real, Godspoken forgiveness. We receive real life in the power of Jesus' resurrection. We're
gifted with concrete, real hope of eternal salvation. This is the reality of Ash
Wednesday, Lent, and the whole of the Christian life. It’s a Living of the abundant
life in Christ by being assured that Death has no claim on us any longer.

Amen
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7:00 PM
MARCH 3, 10, 17, & 24th
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March 5 - No School; Staff PD Day
March 12 - Report Cards go home
March 12 - School T-Shirt Day
March 18 - Oratories K - Gr. 2
March 19 - Oratories Gr. 3 - 5
March 26 - No School
March 29 - April 2 - SPRING BREAK

Get the Sermons as soon as they are uploaded to
YouTube.
Go to the St. Matthew Lutheran Church
YouTube Channel to find the latest uploads
and/or to subscribe.
https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UCuizsjIs0wQXg8c_p7rF_cQ
You can also find it by doing a search in
YouTube:
St Matthew Lutheran Church Stony Plain
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March 7, 2021 - CAMBODIA
Rev. Heng Kim Hai is pastor of Hope Lutheran Church in Kampong. He
also serves as an instructor of the faith for Garuna Christian school.
Prayer: Heavenly Father, as Your Son sent forth His Church to make
disciples in all nations, we lift up before You, Rev. Kim Hai, asking You
to sustain him by Your Spirit and bless his labours for the sake of the
Gospel; Lord in Your mercy, C: Hear our prayer.
March 14 , 2021 - CAMBODIA
Rev. Rocham Binh is a missionary pastor serving the Jarai community in
his village of Rotanakiri.
Prayer: Heavenly Father, as Your Son sent forth His Church to make
disciples in all nations, we lift up before You, Rev. Binh, asking You to
sustain him by Your Spirit and bless his labours for the sake of the Gospel;
Lord in Your mercy, C: Hear our prayer.

March 21, 2021 – NICARAGUA
Rev. Hector Enrique Morales is a missionary pastor serving at
Ressurection Lutheran Church in the city of Sebaco.
Prayer: Heavenly Father, as Your Son sent forth His Church to make
disciples of all nations, we lift up before You Rev. Morales, asking You to
sustain him by Your Spirit and bless his labours for the sake of the Gospel;
Lord in Your mercy, C: Hear our prayer.
March 28, 2020 - NICARAGUA
Deaconess Mariana Santeliz currently serves as a missionary with her
husband Pastor Rufino Laynez in the Pinta Jinotepe Carazo.
Prayer: Heavenly Father, since Your Son has saved the world through His
holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death and sent forth His Church to
proclaim the Good News of this salvation to the ends of the earth and to
distribute His saving gifts of grace, we pray that You would sustain
Deaconess Santeliz by Your Spirit and richly bless her labours for the sake
of the Gospel; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now forever. C: Amen
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“I am not commanding you, but I want to test
the sincerity of your love by comparing it with
the earnestness of others. For you know the
grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though
he was rich, yet for your sakes he became
poor, so that you through his poverty might
become rich" (2 Corinthians 8:8-9).
Without commands or even arm-twisting,
St. Paul encourages, even challenges, the
Church in Corinth to demonstrate the
sincerity of their faith by their generosity in
giving. He does this because giving
generously is a gift of the Spirit given to us
through the Gospel.
St. Paul wrote: “But just as you excel in everything—in faith, in speech, in knowledge, in complete earnestness and in your love for us—see that you also excel in this grace of giving” (2 Corinthians 8:7). In
other words, just as we grow in faith and speech and knowledge of eternal things by the Holy Spirit
through the Word of God, so also do we grow in giving from the same Spirit through the same Word.
The problem is that the grace of generosity often grows cold in us. It’s not so much that we stop
giving, but we don’t put it first. We treat it like all the other bills that must be paid. It becomes a chore,
just one more thing to check off a list of things to do. That empties it of its spiritual power and robs us
of the joy that Christ and the Scriptures assign to it.
On top of that, since this generosity is linked to
faith and knowledge of divine things, a lack of
excelling in giving is sure sign that our faith and
knowledge of God are under attack as well.
Thus St. Paul points to the foundation of
generosity: the generosity of Christ Himself. Even
though He was rich, He became poor so that we
who are poor might become rich. Thus, the
incarnation, suffering, and death of our Lord on
the cross is the reason, source, and driving force
for our generosity in giving to the church.
And since Christ who was rich became poor so that we might be rich in His grace—of which generous
giving is part—so we also who are rich in His grace can excel in pressing His grace into service
toward the gracious work of the church.
Pay attention to what you give to the church so that you may excel at it. And if you find that your heart
has grown cold or indifferent toward it, immerse yourself in God’s Word. Read it at home. Attend Bible
Class. Hear and listen to it preached in the Divine Service. Be reminded of what Christ has done for
you in His incarnation, suffering, and death. For this will strengthen your faith and knowledge. And
where that excels, so will the grace of giving excel also.
LCMS Stewardship Ministry
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Kid’s Bible Study
9:00 - 9:45 am
Sunday Mornings
Downstairs

Volunteers required for snow
shoveling.
Please sign up at
reception desk.
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The Board of Christian Outreach is having a
goods and toiletries drive to put together
blessing bags to provide for those in need in
our
community.
We are looking for non-perishable food items,
gift cards for groceries stores and toiletries to be dropped off at the church during
regular church business hours. We will then make bags up to hand out to the
community. We will be handing them out around Easter so we require ask donations to be dropped at the church by March 22nd.
If anyone has questions they can contact Sonya at 780-239-0031. Thank you and
have a blessed day!
Sonya and Danielle. Board of Christian Outreach

REMEMBER TO
PRE-REGISTER
FOR ALL
WORSHIP SERVICES.

March 16, 2021 @ 7 PM
2020 Annual Reports will be sent out via email and available
at the church office when complete.
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Spring Quest: The History of the Bible:
From Manuscripts to Modern Translations
Presented by: Rev. Dr. Jeffrey Kloha (LCMS), Chief Curator of Museum
of the Bible, Washington, DC

“Love the Lord, your God” and “love your
neighbour as yourself” are the most-repeated
passages in the Bible. They have been
memorized, copied, recited, translated, and lived
out for over 3000 years. But how was that
passage—indeed the entire Bible—handed down
to us? These sessions will describe the
fascinating journey of the Bible, from prophets and
apostles to manuscripts and modern translations.
Featured will be manuscripts and artifacts from
the collections and exhibits of museum of the Bible in Washington DC.

Tuesday, March 2, 2021, 7 p.m. Mountain
Session 1: What is the Bible?
Session 2: The Hebrew Bible: The Law, The Prophets, and the Psalms
Tuesday, March 9, 2021, 7 p.m. Mountain
Session 3: The Formation of the New Testament: The Apostles and the Gospel Message
Session 4: Copying the Bible (before there was cut-and-paste)

Tuesday, March 16, 2021, 7 p.m. Mountain
Session 5: Let There be Light: Luther, Tyndale and the King James Bible
Session 6: Modern Translations: Bibles for All
Tuesday, March 23, 2021, 7 p.m. Mountain
Session 7: Tour of Museum of the Bible, Part 1
Session 8: Tour of Museum of the Bible, Part 2
Contact the Seminary to register at info@concordiasem.ab.ca
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An E-transfer offering can
now be made by using the
following email address:
donation@st-matthew.com

125th Anniversary Cookbooks
If you are interested contact Verna Watson at
ddasmk@shaw.ca or
call her at 780-919-1312.
They are $24.70 each.
NeighbourLink Parkland continued to serve in 2020, highlighted by our 20th anniversary, in spite of
global pandemic pressures. It was difficult to predict the continued change and community needs that NLP
would have to meet.
In 2020, the support provided by NLP has not lessened. In fact, with the pandemic all around us many
agencies faced a reduced ability to serve so NLP staff has stepped up more than ever. There was an
18.5% increase in calls for service, 34% increase in financial assistance, 39% increase in furniture
donations, 61% increase in use of items from our Help Closet.
Because of COVID 19 restrictions, our ride program has been suspended to ensure the safety of both
clients and drivers. Volunteers have been assisting with pick-up and delivery of essential items including
Food Bank hampers.
There were many requests for companionship as seniors and individuals with health issues became
increasingly affected by isolation.
There were many requests for companionship as seniors and individuals with health issues became
increasingly affected by isolation. The "Let's Chat"
program provided check-in calls to those needing a friendly
visit.
Respectfully submitted,
Barbara Enders
Church Liaison
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www.lutheranhour.ca

The Lutheran Hour
Program Summaries
for March 2021
A listing of Canadian stations and broadcast times is
also available at www.lutheranhour.ca
or from the Lutheran Laymen’s League of Canada –
1-800-555-6236 - helpful@lll.ca

Hear these inspirational
messages on AM 1260 CFRN
radio at 7:30 a.m. or FM 98.5
CFWE radio at 8:30 a.m.
Streaming audio and
pod-casts at
www.lutheranhour.ca

March 7
“A Place to Belong” – Mark 11:1-26
Lutheran Hour Speaker: Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler
March 14
“All Bets are Off” – Mark 12:13-34
Lutheran Hour Speaker: Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler
March 21
"TBD" - (Mark)
Lutheran Hour Speaker: Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler
March 28
"TBD" - (Mark)
Lutheran Hour Speaker: Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler

St. Matthew Facebook Page
If you are a member of the Church, find our Facebook Group!
Go to www.facebook.com, in the search bar at the top left of the page type in
St. Matthew Lutheran Church – Stony Plain and ask to join our page.
Did you know St. Matthew has a prayer chain?
If you have a prayer request, our prayer chain is there to pray
for you or your loved one.
Call Judy Kulak at 780-963-6481 to get that
name into the prayer chain or if you wish to
join the prayer chain group.
“Then you will call on me and come and pray to me, and I will
listen to you.” Jeremiah 29:12
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SERVING IN THE LORD’S HOUSE: MARCH 2021
COMPUTER:

ELDERS:

Date
March 3
March 7
March 10
March 14
March 17

8:00 am/10:30 am
MJ Hennig Lent Midweek 7 pm
Rhonda Buck/Gwen Gabel
Gwen Gabel Lent Midweek 7 pm
Noah Keith/Ali Hennig
Rhonda Buck Lent Midweek 7 pm

March 3

Lent Midweek 7 pm Kevin Burger

March 7

Jordan Prefontaine & Randy Hennig/
Pat Hall & Clay Hennig

March 21

Danielle Glubish/Shelley Kulak

March 10

Lent Midweek 7 pm Brent Hennig

March 24

Danielle Glubish Lent Midweek 7 pm

March 28

Annette Visser/MJ Hennig

March 14

Adrian Selles & Trevor Kleijnen/
Luke Adam & Colin Schutz

March 17

Lent Midweek 7 pm Pat Hall

March 21

Jordan Prefontaine, & Luke Adam/
Matt Hamilton & Brent Hennig

March 24

Lent Midweek 7 pm Luke Adam

March 28

Kevin Burger & Glen Schmitke/
Randy Hennig & Clay Hennig

USHERS:
Date
March 7
March 14

8:00 am/10:30 am

Date

8:00 am/10:30 am
Don Goerz & Connor White/
Cameron Pedersen & Peter Petersen
Gerald Glubish & Michael Glubish/
Bryan Adam & Lane Williams

March 21

Ron Shepherd & Ivan Boles/
Rod & Sandie Schutz

ALTAR GUILD:

March 28

John & Bev Raffa/
Bruce Fielhaber & Dirk Rothfos

March

Aimee Williams

ATTENTION USHERS

REMEMBER TO
PRE-REGISTER FOR
WORSHIP SERVICES.

CHURCH
OFFICE HOURS
MONDAY - THURSDAY
9:00 AM - NOON
12:30 PM - 3:00 PM

YOUR ASSISTANCE IS
REQUIRED.
Please contact Gerri
Schram at 780-963-6578
if you are willing and able to
assist with usher duties on
Sundays.
As Communion has
returned to Sunday
services, your assistance is
required in directing the
congregation during
communion so we can
maintain social
distancing.

IF YOU ARE UNABLE TO
SERVE ON THE DATE
LISTED, PLEASE CONTACT
ANOTHER MEMBER OF
YOUR GROUP, SWITCH WITH
THEM, AND LET THE
CHURCH OFFICE KNOW OF
THE CHANGE NO LATER
THAN WEDNESDAY OF THAT
WEEK. THANK YOU!

ARTICLE DEADLINE
FOR
THE APRIL
MESSENGER IS
MARCH 17, 2021

