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Christian Marriage 
 

INTRODUCTION 
 

If you are interested in a wedding at St. Matthew 

Evangelical Lutheran Church, the following pages will 

help guide your thoughts and your discussion with our 

Pastors. As you consider these things it is good to 

remember that everything in the Church focuses on Christ 

and Him crucified for the forgiveness of our sins, for our 

life and for our salvation. 

 

Because this rite like all the rites and ceremonies of the 

Church are (or are part of) true worship services of the one 

true God, the Father, Son and Holy Spirit, they must have the 

highest respect and honor for God and for His Holy Word and 

will. Our main concern is to remain faithful to God who gives us His 

good gifts in Word and Sacrament. 

 

Our practice is bound by the Word of God and by its faithful witness, the Lutheran Confessions. 

We also follow the constitution and bylaws of our congregation and the handbook and pastoral 

guidelines of Lutheran Church–Canada (LCC). 

 

We pray the following information will guide you and explain what we do and why we do it. 

Please bear in mind that the thoughts presented are intended in love and are adopted and 

upheld by St. Matthew Lutheran Church through its Board of Elders. We want to make sure that 

the day of your wedding is one you both will not forget, and that you will be able to celebrate 

this day for your whole life. Please speak with one of our Pastors if you have any questions. 

 

Who May Be Married at St. Matthew & How Do We Prepare You? 

Normally, only members in good standing of our congregation or of a congregation in 

fellowship with LCC may be married here.  If a member marries a non-member, the  

non-member must know the faith of the person they are marrying, therefore instruction with 

the Pastor in the teachings and doctrine of the Church may be deemed necessary. 

  

The reality of this great gift from God is that it was given to people who are not perfect, and 

who make mistakes.  God was the designer and creator of marriage and in Him the two of you 

are joined together as one.  The best chance you have to remain as one is to be grounded in the 

love and mercy of Jesus Christ shown in His forgiveness of our sins.  This will provide for you 

an inexhaustible supply of forgiveness to lavish upon each other.  Everything we do here at St. 

Matthew revolves around this belief, from your pre-marriage classes to the music to the message 

preached on your wedding day.  We want to teach you all about this and give you the practical 

tools you need to build the wonderful marriage that God wants you to have.  We do this by 

offering a selection of classes for you: 

 

10 Session Adult Class:  This is Christianity 101. Here you learn the foundation on which you will 

be able to build your marriage.  If you’ve ever had a question about God, Christianity or the 

Church, bring it here - You name it, we cover it in this class.  This is a group course that is 

offered once a year (usually beginning in November). 
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The Five Love Languages:  This course examines ways in which we communicate with one 

another with special emphasis on the unique manner in which we express and desire to receive 

love.  Obstacles in how we relate to one another are discussed so as to allow for better 

communication within the marital relationship. 

 

The Power of We:  This is a communication and marriage building workshop.  Here you will 

learn practical tools to use in communication, identifying your personality type so that you can 

understand what makes “Him” or “Her” do “That?!”  This course runs approximately two 

sessions and is usually offered once a year. 

 

Counseling Session with a Pastor:  This puts the final details on your wedding service.  The 

service itself will be explained as well as any particular issues of concern that you may wish to 

discuss privately with the Pastor. 

 

Sunday Morning Divine Service: 

While one or more of these courses would certainly be helpful and are certainly recommended, 

being present Sunday mornings for worship where God’s people are gathered around His Word 

and Sacrament for the forgiveness of sins is considered absolutely essential preparation for both 

your wedding and subsequent marriage.  Both the wedding ceremony and the Christian 

Marriage find their full meaning within the context of the worshipping community of faith.  It is 

here that the forgiveness of sins which is essential for a healthy marriage is not only taught but 

received.   

 Weddings at St. Matthew Evangelical Lutheran Church are set within the context of the 

larger ministry of Word and Sacrament.  Wedding ceremonies, and indeed ANY services that 

the Church performs, were never meant to be isolated from the regular worship life of the 

congregation.  This is why the Pastors may sometimes be reluctant to officiate at marriage 

ceremonies when there is no intent on behalf of the couple to continue in the Word of God 

and the worship life of the Church. Though the wedding ceremony may be an important event, 

it is vital that Jesus Christ and His church remain the focus of the marriage even after the 

wedding, for it is the place where God continues to strengthen, forgive and comfort through 

Word and Sacrament.   

 

What Is Marriage? 

Marriage was instituted by God at Creation and affirmed by Jesus.  

 

“Haven’t you read,” he replied, "that at the beginning the Creator 'made them male and 

female,’ and said, 'For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united to his 

wife, and the two will become one flesh'? So they are no longer two, but one. Therefore what 

God has joined together, let man not separate."  Matthew 19:4-6 

 

Marriage therefore, as intended by God, is the lifelong union of one man and one woman. 

Those who are entering into marriage should respect it as a holy gift of God. Those who come 

before the Altar of God to be married should only do so when they are convinced that the 

person they intend to marry will be their mate for life and will bring into the marriage lifelong 

dedication, love and commitment. Any doubts should be carefully and thoughtfully discussed by 

the couple and with their parents and clergy. 
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The unity that God brings to a man and a woman in marriage (“the two shall become one 

flesh”) is also reflected in the life of the Church. Marriage is so precious and holy to God that 

He uses it as a picture of the relationship between Himself and His Bride, the Church. 

 

Submit to one another out of reverence for Christ. Wives, submit to your husbands as to the Lord. For 

the husband is the head of the wife as Christ is the head of the church, his body, of which he is the 

Savior. Now as the church submits to Christ, so also wives should submit to their husbands in 

everything.  Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her to 

make her holy, cleansing her by the washing with water through the word, and to present her to himself 

as a radiant church, without stain or wrinkle or any other blemish, but holy and blameless. In this same 

way, husbands ought to love their wives as their own bodies. He who loves his wife loves himself. After 

all, no one ever hated his own body, but he feeds and cares for it, just as Christ does the church— for 

we are members of his body. “For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united to 

his wife, and the two will become one flesh.” This is a profound mystery—but I am talking about Christ 

and the church. However, each one of you also must love his wife as he loves himself, and the wife must 

respect her husband.  Ephesians 5:21-33 

 

Marriage is a reflection of the forgiveness, sacrifice, love and honour between Christ and His 

Church. 

 

The Christian Wedding 

Many of us have ideas about wedding ceremonies gathered largely from weddings we have 

attended or from what we have seen on television or movies.  Many of those are ceremonies 

based on a secular/worldly perspective which focus on the couple themselves and the love they 

FEEL for each other at that moment.  We at St. Matthew want a wedding ceremony and a 

marriage based upon something far deeper and more lasting than that.  We understand that 

while a secular wedding primarily draws attention to the bride and groom and the love they 

feel for each other, a Christian wedding focuses on the love of God who brought the two 

together and through His love promises to join them as one. Thus in a Christian wedding the 

service is not a ceremony which centers upon the couple but rather on the pure love of Jesus 

which joins them in marriage.   

 

Getting married in a Christian worship service (which is precisely what a wedding ceremony is) 

means promising to God, to each other, and to your family and friends that you will, with His 

divine guidance and aid, and the love and support of your family and friends, live together in 

love for your whole lives. This promise is not till your "love dies" or until you find someone 

else, or until things become too difficult to continue.  It also implies that you as a couple are 

asking God not only to bless and to join you as a couple but also to continually be present in 

your marriage relationship as you continue to come to Him in prayer and regular worship.  

 

Your choosing to be married in a Christian worship service means that you have chosen to make 

Christ and not yourselves to be the centre and the source of your love for each other.  This 

means that your love is not based upon the mere emotions you feel for each other (emotions 

which may change over time and due to circumstance) but upon the never failing, always 

faithful love of God for the both of you.  Thus all aspects of the ceremony, the music, the 

readings, and the vows, reflect this reality and are Christian, not secular.  
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In choosing a Christian wedding, it is crucial that you understand what this implies. It means 

everything that occurs during the worship service be done in accordance with the Scriptures, 

and that it brings glory to Christ, asking for His blessing on your life together. 

 

What Happens Before, During and after a Wedding at St. Matthew? 
 

a) Before the Ceremony… 

Before the wedding date is set, the couple will contact our pastor to request a particular date 

for the wedding. Normally our Pastors are already planning events a year ahead of time so it’s 

important that this date be discussed far enough in advance (most times not less than six 

months) in order to allow adequate time for preparation and to ensure that it may fit within 

the active schedule of the congregation and the Pastor’s own schedule. 

 

It will be assumed that the couple, as Christians, will seek the blessing of their parents. If for 

some reason this cannot be done, it should be discussed with our pastor. 

  

Because the wedding service is a Divine Service of God officiated by our pastor at our church, 

we must demonstrate proper respect and reverence toward God. Therefore: 

  

1. Our pastors are responsible for the wedding worship service and will direct the rehearsal. 

 

2. As members of Lutheran Church–Canada, our congregation and pastor may not participate in 

unionistic services (when pastors from different denominations participate in the same service).  

 

3. All wedding music will honour God. Secular music (such as “the Wedding March” or other 

selections) is not appropriate in the church. Also, because religious music is worship of God, it 

must glorify Christ and seek His blessings. Therefore, only music that is in harmony with the 

doctrines of Scripture and the Lutheran Church–Canada will be used. (An extensive list of 

appropriate music can be provided by our pastor.) While we respect personal preference and 

individual tastes, it is a pastor’s duty and responsibility to judge which music is fitting for a 

Christian wedding service. 

 

4. The Orders of Marriage used in this church are those approved by Lutheran Church–Canada. 

The liturgies themselves may not be altered or replaced. 

  

5. The church appointments (crosses, candles, baptismal font) are to be left in their places. 

Minor adjustments for standing room may be requested of the pastor at the rehearsal. The 

colour of the paraments will be the colour of the season of the Church Year, and will not be 

changed for the wedding. Flowers and other decorations must not be placed in front of the 

altar. Decorations which call attention to themselves are not permitted. Remember, Christ is our 

focus. 

 

6. As part of the developing relationship between the couple and the pastor, couples are asked 

to join Sunday morning worship on a regular basis prior to the wedding date.  This helps the 

couple see the pastor in a worship setting and allows them to get to know the people of the 

parish in which they choose to be married.  It also gives them opportunity to hear the Word of 

God, and get familiar with a Lutheran worship service and experience what having these 

activities as part of their marriage together would be like.  
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b) During the Ceremony… 

Our Church has been consecrated to the service of God, the Father, the Son, and the Holy 

Spirit. All weddings at St. Matthew must be in harmony with this principle. Marriage 

ceremonies, as with other rites of the church, should convey a spirit of reverence and joy before 

the Lord and recognize the sacredness and beauty of Christian worship. The decor, music and 

other aspects of your marriage ceremony are to be in keeping with the principles of Christian 

worship. The pastor will help you in these matters. 

 

Decor 

Our church building provides a beautiful setting for your wedding. It does not need any 

elaborate decorations. The church operates on a liturgical calendar. Altar paraments coincide 

with the church year and are not changed for a wedding, but represent the colour of the 

liturgical calendar and theme of the church year. You may wish to use flowers, but this is not 

necessary. In any case, it is recommended that artificial flowers not be used, since only genuine 

things are in harmony with the church's worship. 

 

Normally the pastors of St. Matthew Evangelical Lutheran Church will conduct all weddings 

held at this church, Other clergy able to participate in or perform marriages at St. Matthew are 

clergy from either Lutheran Church–Canada or of the Lutheran Church - Missouri Synod. They 

must also meet and obtain all the proper credentials from the government of Alberta and the 

Alberta – British Columbia District of Lutheran Church–Canada. Any request for other clergy 

should be made known to the pastors of St. Matthew before other clergy are contacted. The 

invitation is extended from the pastor of St. Matthew. 

 

Music 

Music in the church is meant to glorify God. The music and the texts for a marriage ceremony 

(organ, piano, vocal, and/or instrumental) should be consistent with this standard. Secular music 

is not in keeping with the purpose of a Christian marriage or with the principles of Christian 

worship and will not be allowed. Such music is more appropriate at the reception. The pastor 

will help you select music that will be meaningful to you and appropriate for a Christian 

marriage ceremony.   It is your responsibility to make your own arrangements for an organist, 

soloist or other musicians prior to your wedding. All such arrangements must meet with the 

approval of the pastor.  

 

Musical selections are usually chosen for 

1. the processional 

2. the signing of the registration forms, and marriage certificate, and 

3. the recessional 

 

You may wish to consider having the congregation sing a hymn, as well. This can make the 

wedding service more meaningful for everyone. It is also a mark of Christian worship. 

 

Vocal and/or instrumental solos can also add to the beauty of a wedding ceremony. Keep in 

mind, this is a Christian ceremony and all music must be true to this principle. All musical 

selections must be cleared with the pastor. 
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A Note on “The Bridal Chorus” (Here Comes the Bride) and “The Wedding March” 

Thankfully, the two pieces, The Bridal Chorus (Here Comes the Bride) and The Wedding March, 

are quickly fading from the scene in Christian weddings. However, there are still brides (or 

brides' mothers) who insist on having these at the "long-dreamed-of" wedding. What can we tell 

them to defend our rightful refusal to play them?  

The first, the former processional, "Here Comes the Bride," is so stereotypically corny that it 

brings a silly smirk to anyone hearing it. If you asked the average pew-sitter, most would 

probably associate it with the children's jingle, "Here comes the bride, big, fat and wide!" (This 

would be another good reason not to use it!) 

Aside from these socially-imprinted connotations, there are other reasons this should not be 

used in a religious ceremony. The music comes from Act III of Richard Wagner's opera 

Lohengrin, and by purely musical standards may be rich and profound. But the plot follows the 

contorted twists and turns of almost any opera. There is magic, deceit, trickery, superstition, 

love (of course), and ultimately the death of the unhappy lover. There is nothing sacred about 

the plot or the music -- why it was ever used at wedding ceremonies other than its rather 

obvious name, has never adequately been answered.  

The old recessional, Mendelssohn's "Wedding March" from A Midsummer Night's Dream, is 

even more incongruously used in sacred ceremonies. If you're familiar with Shakespeare's 

comedy, you know it's filled with fairy tale creatures and a twisted plot that makes for good 

drama and humor. The music in question, The Wedding March, accompanies a farcical union in 

the enchanted forest between the Fairy Queen Titania and Bottom (a man turned into a 

Jackass). This alone should rule out its use in church, let alone the stereotypical absurdities of the 

music's use in commercials, movies, and TV's "The Newlywed Game."  

And finally, the weightiest reason not to use these selections is that there is so much better music 

out there to be used at weddings than these vastly overused and stereotypical pieces. If you 

want your wedding to be unique, pick something different from the standard bridal march. The 

pastor can provide a great selection to choose from. If not, Concordia Publishing House can 

help you out.  (www.cph.org) 

Photographs 

Wedding pictures are wonderful keepsakes. If you have a photographer at your wedding, 

advise him/her that he/she will only be allowed to take flash pictures during the processional, 

the signing of the register and recessional but not during the service itself. It is vital that the 

photographer be discrete and keep movement to a minimum as they can be a major distraction 

to the wedding ceremony. If more pictures of the service are desired, they can be reenacted 

after the service. 

 

Anyone else may take pictures during the processional and recessional. The marriage service 

may also be videotaped. The taping can be done from the rear of the main aisle of the church 

or at another discrete location; there is to be no one in the chancel (altar) area except the 

pastor and the wedding party. 
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Children in the Service 

Children are great blessings from God, and in no way does St. Matthew want to exclude 

children from celebrations. The inclusion of very young children in wedding services, while 

"very cute," may lead to excessive disruption and a focus away from the worship and away 

from the bride and groom. Since the wedding service is a worship of God and since the bride 

and groom are the special guests of the day, we would not want the focus taken away from 

that. We recommend that children younger than four years of age not be included in the 

wedding party. 

 

Rehearsal 

Rehearsals are not absolutely necessary, though most couples wish to have one. Rehearsal time 

will have to be worked out with the pastor. All members of the wedding party, including 

parents and ushers, should be present PROMPTLY at the agreed upon time. We will begin the 

rehearsal at the agreed time SHARPLY. Ushers are needed for the wedding: they will welcome 

guests, properly seat them, light candles, hand out bulletins (if used) & do other necessary tasks. 

 

Bulletins 

Wedding worship bulletins are the responsibility of the couple if they want to provide them to 

their guests.  However they may wish to get a copy of the order of service from the Pastor to 

include it within their bulletin. 

 

Confetti 

For obvious reasons, no confetti is to be used in and around the church. Even when it is used 

outside it is often tracked inside. Nor should food items such as rice be used to "shower" the 

bridal party after the wedding ceremony. Use of these items is more appropriate at the home or 

reception hall. 

 

Financial and Other Obligations 

Our church is here to serve people and there is no cost for the use of the church. However, the 

musicians may have a set fee; therefore the soloist’s and the organist’s fee should be discussed 

with them. While there is much joy in participating with you in your marriage celebration, it 

does mean extra time on top of our Pastor’s current work schedule.  Couples may wish to give 

an honorarium to the Pastor in appreciation for his time. The Pastors are sensitive to the high 

cost of wedding receptions and want you to know that it is neither required nor expected that 

they be invited to your reception.  If an invitation is extended, the Pastors will attend as their 

schedule allows. 

 

c) After the Wedding Ceremony… 

We are glad that you chose to have St. Matthew Lutheran be a part of your wedding, but often 

couples can put more effort into the wedding than they will into their future marriage. The 

ceremony lasts about 45 minutes, but Christian marriage is to last a lifetime.  With that in mind, 

we want to offer you more than just a nice setting for your wedding; we would also like to be 

the place where you regularly hear and learn about the unconditional love of Jesus Christ, our 

Saviour, because that will become the foundation of your marriage.  We were excited to help 

you in the early stages of your wedding plans and ceremony and we would like to continue to 

support you AFTER your wedding in the same way, with the grace, mercy and forgiveness of 

Jesus Christ offered to us through His Word and Sacrament in the Divine Service each week. 
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St. Matthew is here not just as a place to "hold" a wedding, but also as a place where you can 

nourish and strengthen your life together.  Statistics reveal that the 51% divorce rate currently 

quoted by Stats Canada drops down to 2% when both persons in the marriage regularly attend 

worship together.  Our intention is to help you do more than plan a meaningful and beautiful 

ceremony; we want to help you plan a marriage relationship that will last a lifetime. 

 

If being part of a group that worships regularly is not a part of your life now, we encourage 

you to consider it.  In a world fraught with so many challenges and difficulties, continual 

participation in the forgiveness and love of God through Jesus Christ is the best chance a 

marriage has to flourish and ultimately strengthen your relationship and bring you lasting joy 

even through hardship. 

 

If you do not have any Church membership, or if you are looking for a Church home where 

you can both be involved, we invite and welcome you to become members of St. Matthew.  

We will help you learn to forgive one another as God in Christ has forgiven you. This is vital to 

the health of your marriage. We will also help you grow in love for God and for one another 

and learn how to communicate that love. 

 

 

 

 

THE WEDDING SERVICE 

 

Processional 

Presentation of the Bride (Optional) 

Invocation 

God’s Call to Married Couples 

Readings 

Sermon 

Declaration of Intent 

Exchange of Vows 

Exchange of Rings 

Blessing 

Pronouncement of Marriage 

Prayers 

Lord’s Prayer 

Blessing Benediction 

Signing of the Marriage Register 

Kiss the Bride (Optional) 

Introduction of the Newly Married Couple 

Recessional 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


